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Jesus’ Farewell Words

Part 3. John 14:15-31

Jeffrey Brett
“It is expedient for you that | go away” (John 16:7). These words of the Lord
Jesus must have deeply puzzled His disciples. In this section of Jesus’ farewell
words, we begin to see some of the great blessings which have come to us
because He had to “go away”.

Introduction another Comforter

The disciples in that upper room on thakirstly, in v.15, the Lord Jesus presumes
Passover night were deeply upset whehat the disciples were real in their love
the Lord Jesus told them that He wafor Him. That love would be confirmed

going away. For three years, He hably their keeping His commandments.
been their guide, teacher and helper ifcripture is always practical. It is not
every way. They had learned to loveufficient just to say things; we must
Him, even though they often did notshow in our lives that what we profess
understand His words. They had seds real. It is from this basis that the Lord
His wonderful acts of kindness andlesus speaks of “another Comforter”.
love. But now He was going to leavelhe word ‘Comforter’ literally means

them! ‘One who stands alongside to help’. Of

. . . _course, the Lord Jesus had been that
His subsequent words, “It is expedien .
R ) when He was with them, but they would
for you that | go away” (16:7) must

have puzzled them even more. But hernOt lose anything by His going back to

in John 14, the Lord had begun tO%taaven. Rather, they would gain an-
«plain to them how that a living Chri tother Comforter, who would be not
.e pla 0 eM 0 datr? H ? S .S.tonlywith them butin them, something
In glory as a aq, an € noly Spirl which the Lord Jesus, as Man, could
sent down to be in every one of the

Mhever be. So the believer today has the

was a fgr greater blessing thaq His aCEord Jesus in heaven as “Advocate” (1
ual bodily presence on earth with them.]ohn 2:1 — this is the same word as

In this chapter, the Comforter is sent byComforter’ in the original) and the
the Father (v.16), whereas in 15:26, thg
Lord Jesus sends Him. Here the Lo
would assure His disciples, and u
today, of the supreme place of blessi
which is ours before the very preseng
of the Father. By the presence of t
Holy Spirit in us, we may also be
assured that Jesus is alive in heaven.
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Holy Spirit on earth as the Comforternever have the comfort of the company
In this way, we begin to understand howef the Lord Jesus in our experiences of
the disciples would gain by His goinglife here, apart from the Holy Spirit. We

away. are completely dependent upon Him to

The Comforter is also the Spirit of truth€2lise and enjoy any blessing from
(v.17). In v.6, the Lord had said to themC0d in our hearts. Without the Holy
“l am the way, the truth, and the ”fen_Splrlt, we would have nothing at all; we
That is, the truth was seen in Jesus as WiQuld be orphans, alone in this world.

object of faith for them. He is the wayjiying and knowing

into life, and He is also the truth con- . . .
cerning that life. But now theln v.19, Jesus says, “Yet a little while,

Comforter, as the Spirit of truth, was t#"d the Yvorld seeth me no more; but ye
be in the disciples. Not now the truth aS€€ Me: because | live, ye shall live
an object of faith, but the truth beingalso' It is not difficult to understand the

worked out practically in each one whdirst part of this statement. The last time
believes. So we read. “the truth...the world saw the Lord Jesus, He was

dwelleth in us” (2 John 2). This coulghanging on the cross. After He died,

only be by the power of the Holy Spirit.!0Ving hands took His body down and
The world does not share in this blesdut it into the sepulchre. The world has
ing; it knows nothing at all about it. TheN€Ver seen Him again. But His disciples
world cannot receive the Holy Spirit ass@W Him, after He rose from the dead;
it does not have a divine nature as beirf§f€y saw Him at least three times. This

born of God. Only the believer has thisYerse also tells us that the life He had
taken up again, but now in resurrection,

A_II this was an assurance_ to the di hey also were going to have: “because
ciples that they were not going to be Ieff live, ye shall live also”. So another

“orphans”. Th_|s is the real meaning O(/vonderful blessing comes out of this

“comfortless” in v.18. Rather, H'S_pres'discourse. They were going to have a

ence would be real t(_)_them, n th‘?1ew sort of life in company with Him, a

power of the Holy Spirit. We could life which death will never be able to
touch. He was going to break the power
of death, and to come forth in triumph
over it, so as to be able to give His own
a life which we shall share for ever with
Him in heaven.

But it is not just a life which we shall

have in the future; we have it now!
V. 20 says, “At that day ye shall know
that | am in my Father, and ye in me,
and | in you.” The day referred to here
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had in their minds the public appearing
of the Messiah. This will certainly take
place in a coming day. But the Lord
Jesus is speaking here about the day
when the Holy spirit will be on earth
and will introduce a spiritual life, a life
which has nothing to do with our natur-
is the day when the Holy Spirit woulda| senses, such as seeing and hearing.
come down and dwell with them and b&g Judas could not understand how the

in them. That actually happened on thgord Jesus would manifest Himself
day of Pentecost, as recorded in Act$into them and not to the world.

But this is also true of every believer b
virtue of the indwelling Holy Spirit. We

bedience
proof of |

yrhe Lord’s explanation opens out to us

know that the Lord Jesus is one witﬁhe new life which the believer has, so

His Father, even though He is now g}athwe can enjoyfe\éenLnO\év the realltyd
Man in heaven, and we are in Him. sé the presence of the Lord Jesus, an

we can share with Him that place the presence of the Father. However,

blessing in the presence of His FatheP'c€ more we are confronted with a

At the same time, He is in us, a Iivingvery practical matter. This blessing may

reality in our lives. How can these!'Ot P€ enjoyed by every believer. If we
things be? Only by the Holy Spirit are not walking according to the Lord’s

, word, and keeping His commandments
Because every believer has the H°|¥nd sayings, we will not really enjoy

Sﬂ'_”:; there is not a smgle 'b_Iessmq_”S presence. Obedience is the proof of
\g ich we carr:noft ﬁr?JO{]- n Sp'r'\svﬂow'love. If | am disobedient, then | have to
ut soon to the full in heaven. al 3e disciplined, and then | cannot enjoy

wonderful thing it s, then, to have the[he sweetness of communion with the
Holy Spirit in us! This could never haveLord Jesus and the Eather. But if we

been had the Lord Jesus remained Walk in love and obedience, then we are

eha_lrth.. He hag.t?] die to f? ut away e(\;/e:jyéssured of the presence of God — Father,
thing in us which was offénsive to Godg,, 5ng Holy Spirit —in our lives. Can

to rise again and go back to heaven AJiere be anything more blessed than
Man, andthento send down the Holy this? The Lord Jesus, as a Man in this

Spirit. world, walking in daily communion

love and obedience with His Father, could lift up His eyes
The next section of our chapter, vv.21to heaven and say, “Father”. If by faith
23, contains the question which Judashave received life from Him, yes, the
asked and the Lord’s answer. The distery same life which He has in heaven,
ciples, being godly Jews, had great diffthen | have all the privileges that He had
iculty in understanding so many of thevhen a Man in this world. If only we

words of the Lord Jesus, because thdyetter realised the wonderful potential
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we have in the power of the Holy Spirit'would bring things to their remem-
We do not know it well because webrance. How else could the apostles
often are not keeping His word. Thehave written the Gospels? They did not
secret of a successful Christian life isely on their memories. Indeed, we do
obedience! not know if Luke ever saw the Lord
Jesus. By the time John wrote his
Gospel, he was probably about 90 years
Then we have another great truth: thgld, and he records events which took
Comforter would be the Teacher. Th%|ace some 60 years earlier. No, we
Lord Jesus when He was with them ibelieve the Gospels, and the epistles,
flesh and blood had taught them manyere written by men who were taught
things. ‘These thingshave | spoken and guided by the Holy Spirit. How
unto you, being yet present with you'essential it is for us to believe this
(v.25). But in v. 26 we read, “But thetoday. Christianity is not a concept of
Comforter, which is the Holy Ghost,clever, intelligent minds; most of the
whom the Father will send in my namegjsciples were simple fishermen. The
he shall teach yoall things and bring New Testament is written by the Holy
all thingsto your_remembrance, What'Spirit; men simply wrote down what He
soever | have said unto you.” Note they,ght them. If the Lord Jesus had not
difference between “these things” a”%one back to heaven, the Holy Spirit
“all things”. The Lord Jesus did not,ouid not have come, and we would

enlarge to His disciples the heavenly,ayer have had the New Testament.
blessings which would flow out from

Him as alive in heaven, because theyly peace

could not take them in. They had no{ 27 speaks of a further blessing:
then received the Holy Spirit. But the«pegce | leave with you, my peace |
Lord Jesus here refers to that evep@,ive unto you: not as the world giveth,
when the Father would send down igyive | unto you. Let not your heart be
the Lord’s name the Holy Spirit, whoyoypled, neither let it be afraid”. In
would then teach them all things. NOHeparting, the Lord Jesus left peace
only so, but the Holy Spirit would bring yith His disciples. This is the peace we
to their remembrance all the thing$aye on account of His finished work
which the Lord Jesus had told them. oy, the cross. “Therefore being justified
So we see brought out, in the writingdy faith, we have peace with God
of the apostles, the truth of the Churckthrough our Lord Jesus Christ”
as united to Christ, its Head in heaver{Romans 5:1). The world cannot give
and the truth of the family of God.this peace: it knows nothing at all about
None of these are contained in thd. The Lord Jesus leaves us this com-
Gospels in detail — “He shall teach youlete peace which can never be broken,
all things”. And then the Holy Spirit because it is based on His death.

the work of the Comforter
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Not only so, He says, “My peace | give
unto you”. This is not the same peac
When He was here on earth, He walke
in perfect obedience to the will of His
Father. He lived in perfect communior
with His Father and so He had a pect
liar peace which no other person hac
But He gives this to us! In the power o
the Holy Spirit, we can “walk as He
walked”, and know that same peac
which He had in His pathway. At this
point, He repeats the words at th
beginning of the chapter, “Let not your

heart be troubled”. There_ is comforteainer as a Man, having accomplished
assurance and peace in His words. g that His Father had given Him to do.
Afterwards, they were going to experi-This was filling His heart; but He want-
ence much trouble and persecution, bed His disciples to share it as well. If
nothing could alter the truth He gavehey had understood a little of what He
them. He adds further, “Neither let it bdhad been telling them about the
afraid”. There is no fear with the aposComforter, they would have realised
tles in the book of the Acts. They werdhat their every blessing depended upon
bold, even when persecuted by dreadfidis going back to heaven.

men. How many Christians through thes \+ 1o assures them that He was com-
past 2,000 years have similarly found, . them. This was true for these

the truth of these words! In appallingeleven men; they would see Him again

situations, their faith stood firm; they(-in resurrection. Primarily, however, this

efers to the way that His presence
fould be known, not only to them, but
to us also in the power of the Holy
time to go Spirit. The statement, “For my Father is

In v.28. the Lord Jesus seems tgreater than 1,” does not refer to His
impress1 upon His disciples that niderson, but to the position He had taken

departure from this world was immi-'" becoming a Man to carry out the pur-

nent. “Ye have heard how | said unt®°5€ of divine love.

you, | go away, and come again unt¥.29 says a great deal as to why He was
you. If ye loved me, ye would rejoice,telling them these things. “And now |
because | said, | go to the Father: fdnave told you before it come to pass,
my Father is greater than I.” For Himthat, when it is come to pass, ye might
there was the joy of going back to Hidelieve.” At the time of His crucifixion,

were not overcome by their trials an
they were not afraid. We need to prov
these things in our own lives today!
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the cross proves it. We may not like
this, but it is true.

But Satan would find nothing in Him,
because the Father found everything in
Him! Unlike our forefather, Adam,
who, when tempted by Satan responded
to him, there was nothing in Christ. The
Lord Jesus was absolute holiness and
righteousness; Satan could find no
point of attack. What a wonderful tri-

|

His disciples naturally were over-umph' o

whelmed. Mary at the sepulchre, thé\t this point, it seems that they left the
two going to Emmaus, Simon Peter UPPEr room and began the walk to
all these were so sad about everythin@ethsemane' His words in chs.15,16
which had happened. Yet afterwards, ere probably spoker_1 to them on that
they were to remember the things peUney: BTUt even thls moveuwas to
had said unto them. and this would Pr€ss His love to His Father. “But that

. . .the world may know that | love the
bring the assurance of true belief. In H'?:ather' and as the Father gave me
love, He would try to prepare them fo '

rcommandment, even so | do. Arise, let
what lay ahead. They were slow to takgg go hence” (v.31). Before the world

it in, as we often are. But when thg ;o made, the Father had planned a
Comforter had come, they remembereg,arvellous story which involved the
and understood all that He had said t8lory of His Son, that He should be
them in these chapters. supreme. He should have a bride to be
beside Him for ever. His own heart
should rejoice over those whom love
“Hereafter | will not talk much with had destined to glory. The cross was a
you: for the prince of this world necessary part of this plan. So the Lord
cometh, and hath nothing in me” (v.30)Jesus went out into that dark night to
Using all the powers of darkness, Sataaccomplish His Father’s will.

was about to take control of the hear
of men. This was to find full expressio
in the dreadful things which they were
allowed to do to the Lord Jesus. What
picture the cross is of a world controlle
by its prince, Satan himself. There i
not a single good thing said about t
world in these chapters. This is the reg
son; it is under the control of Satan a

the prince of this world
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Part 2

George Stevens
Seven times in His prayer to His Father in John 17, the Lord Jesus refers
to His disciples as having been given to Him by His Father. This moving
description of His own can only be enhanced as we appreciate that time-
less, eternal love of the Father and the Son.

In part 1, we considered the teaching of Hjs eternal Sonship in
the Old Testament concerning the eter- Mark’s Gospel

nal Sonship of Christ. We will now look . _ .
at the teaching of the New Testament off€'®, as in Galatians, we find state-

this subject. ments concerning a Son being sent. In
. . 12:1-9, the Lord Himself is the speaker.

His eternal SOI’]ShIp In In this parable of the vineyard, He tells
Galatians us that the owner “had yet one, a

“When the fulness of the time wadbeloved son: he sent him last unto

come, God sent forth His Son, made dfeéMm” (R.V.). Note the three facts:

a woman, made under the law, td- The owner, in this parable a picture

redeem them that were under the law, Of God Himself, had ‘one’.

that we might receive the adoption o. The relationship between the

sons” (4:4,5). sender and the senhdving yebne

Here Paul states four facts about Christ; SON, his wellbeloved”.

1. His divine relationship with God as>: This beloved son was sent to the
Son: husbandmen and was expected to

be shown respect because of his

relationship to the owner.

of a woman- and Those who_ Iisten_ed t_o this parable had
_ . ' no doubts in their minds that here the
4. His being made under the law. | 414 jesus was claiming to be the Son
The results were twofold, namely,of God, sent from His Father’s side. So,
redemption and adoption. But note thgh v.12, “they sought to lay hold on
it was the Son who was “sent forth”.Him, but feared the people”. The Lord
This sending forth of the Son was nohad no doubt that He was the only
from Bethlehem, but from heaven. Jusbeloved Son with the Father before ever
as the Spirit of God’s Son was sent forthle was seen as a Man amongst men. He
into the world (v.6), so, too, was thecould point out to the people that the
Son. rejection of the son in the parable, and

2. His being sent forth from God;
3. His entrance into manhood — mad
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His rejection, answered to the prophet3. A distinct Person(and the Word
ic rejection of the Messiah (v.10; Psalm  was with God)
11822) He is the eternal Son of G0d4 God(and the Word was God)
His eternal Sonship in 5. An eternal and distinct Pers¢fhe
John’s Writings same was in the beginning with

o God)
Around the beginning of the 20th cen- .
tury, there were those who professed t%‘ ;)I’;incr:)eato(All things were made

have a fresh understanding regarding
the Son-Father relationship in the/- The Source of all lif¢in Him was
Godhead. They insisted on the truth of life).
the eternal existence of the Word, an¥.14 may be translated, “The Word
believed in equality in the Godhead, yelbecame flesh and tabernacled amongst
they denied that the Word was the Sous”. His glory was “as of an only begot-
who existed eternally in relationship taen from (Greek ‘para’ — ‘from beside’)
an eternal Father. It is important ta Father”. Now v.18 makes the relation-
consider carefully some significantship of this Son to the Father identical
statements in John’s writings whichto the relationship between God and the
highlight the error of this teaching. Word in v.1: “No man hath seen God at
any time; the only begotten Son, which
- - is in the bosom of the Father, He hath
declared Him”. We have already seen
1.The Son'’s relationship to the that the words ‘which is must be.
understood to express a relationship

?ternal Wo_rd_ and oneness of being without any par-
In the beginning was the Word, and thjcyjar regard to time. Indeed, they
Word was with God, and the Word waghoy ys that there never was a time

God. The same was in the beginningnen this relationship began, nor was

with God. All things were made DY are ever a moment when it ceased to
Him; and without Him was not any-p.  just as Christ could say to

thing made that was made. In Him WaRjicodemus. “even the Son of man
life; and the life was the light of men”WhiCh is in’heaven” (3:13) implying

(John 1:1-4). truth regardless of time, so also in John

In these verses, the One we know as they g “the only begotten Son whihin

Lord Jesus Christ is revealed to be:  ihe posom of the Father’ denotes His

1. The living expression of the naturevearness and relationship to the Father
and will of God(the Word) — a relationship which is timeless.

2. Eternal(In the beginning was the Not only did He share the nature of the
Word) Father, but He was also the object of the

Father's love — “the Son of His love”
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highest created being. They do not
understand Him to be God or the
unique Son of God.

There is not a statement in the Bible to
support the thought that at any time the
Lord Jesuvecameahe Son of God. The
“This day have | begotten Thee” of
Psalm 2:7, Acts 13:33, Hebrews 1:5 and
5:5 are linked to His official glories and
(Colossians 1:13). He is “the One beingequire His Manhood. Neither is there
in the bosom of the Father”. If we I|m|tany Suggestion that there was a time
this to time, we deny the unity of theyhen God became the Father. God is
passage and the plain meaning of thgnchanging and unchangeable in His
present continuous tense of the verb ‘tgssential being, nature and character
divine Persons (Philippians = 2:6whatever for the suggestion that the
Revelation 118) This verse describes ﬁather’ who has been fu”y revealed by

timeless, eternal and unbroken intimacyhe Son, was unknown to the Son as the

was continued even n the days of Hi% is worth repeating the truth found in
flesh. Note also that in John, the Crea’ETOhn 1:18. There, the prepositieis
or is spoken of as the Word, but i ’
Colossians as the Son of His love. Bot
passages speak of the same eter
Person.

mplies more than the prepositiean
uld convey. It means that He was not
ly in the bosom of the Father in
essential union, but was able to respond
fully to all the love of that intimate
- - position. It should be noted that the
writer is none other than the disciple
2. The Son’s relationship to the who had leaned on the bosom of the

Father Lord Jesus (13:23). He is described as

In his Gospel, John speaks of the Son ﬁhe disciple ‘whom Jesus loved",

Jesus is calledttie Son of God” (with '

the definite article and in the singular)':tgﬁ[h;?ﬁorghj%g g;,ethza:g:: o!‘oéicriis;t

n all the pages .Of Sc_npture. This Sor John was reciprocated by that disci-
important in dealing with the cults of le, so is the love of the Father for the

today. For example, Jehovah’

Witnesses will state that He & son. ) )
They simply believe Him to be the This love of the Father to the Son is one

of the great themes of John's Gospel
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(3:35; 5:20; 10:17; 15:10; 17:26).The Father and Son were together in
Supporters of the temporal Sonshipeaven, and the Father sent the Son
have tried to say that the words of th&rom His side. He came into the world
Lord Jesus, “As the Father hath love@nowing the Father’s affection and the
Me, so have | loved you” are limited toFather’'s deepest counsel. How else can
His Manhood. Such a theory is impossdohn 16:28 be understood: “I came
ible to maintain in the face of the Lord'sforth from (exercomaj out of) the
words, “Father... Thou lovedst MeFather, and am come into the world:
before the foundation of the world”again, | leave the world and go to the
(17:24). This prayer places the Fathdrather’? It has been contended that
before the foundation of the world. The‘'out of” here is origin and not relation-
Father is eternal. The Son was lovedhip. However, the words which pre-
before the world’s foundation by thatcede the Lord’'s statement settle that
same Father. question very simply: “I came out from
The Son’s statement, “| and My Fathefpara, from besidefsod” (v.27).

are one” (John 10:30), caused the Jeys
to take up stones to kill Him, for the
said, “Thou, being a man, makes
Thyself God”. Again, when He said

came for

“My Father worketh hitherto, and | fI'Om the
work” (5:17), the “Jews sought theg o
more to kill Him, because He...said Father---

also that God was His Father, makin
Himself equal with God”. The Jew
believed in one God. Yet they recogin John 10:36, the Lord Jesus is called
nised that by these statements Chriie Son of God, and God is called the
was claiming to be equal with God —-Father: “Say ye of Him, whom the
namely, the Father Himself. A carefulFather hath sanctified, and sent into the
reading of John 17:11, 21 and 22 makesorld, Thou blasphemest; because |
it clear that the unity of the Son with thesaid, | am the Son of God?” Firstly, the
Father is unbroken and unbreakable. Father sanctified i.e. consecrated or set

apart, the Son. Secondly, He sent Him
- - into the world. It was as the Son He was

sanctified and as the Son He was sent.

This is prior to His coming into the
3.The Sent One world.

In many verses, the Father is identifieq,o statement of the Lord Jesus. “ am
as the One who sent the Son (3:16, 354 50N of God” is one of the hidden “I

36; 4:34; 5:24, 30, etc.). This shows thal,»s of john's Gospel. Christ is the |
He was the Son before His incarnatiomy; _ the God of the Old Testament. He
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confirms this later, “Before AbrahamEternal Life was with the Father. So the
was, | am” (8:58). However, the wordsSon is viewed in the quality and activi-

above also show that He is the Son df of the Life which has its source in

God — in totality, we may say that He idHim. The Son was “with” the Father in

Jehovah the Son of God! If this is theéhe eternal communion of two Persons
case, then the Son of God must be etexqual with each other. Hence, His eter-
nal. W.J.Hocking notes: “As a generahity of being and equality with the

distinction with varying shades ofFather are established.

meaning, ‘Son of God’ appears to be ifryrther to this, the Lord could pray,
the name expressive of His comingand now, O Father, glorify Thou Me
forth from God, while ‘Son’ is the namewith Thine own self with the glory
expressive of His coming forth from thewhich I had with Thee before the world
Father.” was” (17:5). Here is the Son praying as
dependent Man to the Father. He speaks
- - of having had glory with the Father
before the world was. This He had as

. Son. He now asks for it to be given Him
4. The Son and eternity as the Son in manhood. 9

The first purpose of John in writing hISBy the vastness of this loving relation-

Gospel is to prove that Jesus is the’.
Christ, the Son of God (20:31). Johnshlp bet\_/veen the Father an,d the Son we

. can begin to measure God’s love to us.
tells us that He was subject to th

e )
Father’s will, but never inferior to the He that spared not His own Son, but

Father. Though the Father sent the Soﬁ;ahvered_ H|m_ up for us all, hOW shall
e not with Him also freely give us all

yet the Son came as an act of His own . ) o
will and in love laid down His life for things?” (Romans 8:32). This is the

. - Jnanner of love to which our hearts
His own. Subjection was voluntary an delight to respond. It was a love which
did not involve inferiority (5:19-27; 9 pond.

15:13,14; 10:17,18). made that most precious of all sacri-

i o fices: “For God so loved the world that
Another scripture which indicates thag,, gave His only begotten Son..."

the relationship between the Father ar@zm).
the Son is an eternal one is found in

John 1:2: “that eternal life which was
with the Father”. The preposition trans-
lated ‘with’ signifies ‘movement
towards’. It gives the idea of two dis-
tinct Persons, co-existent with and in
communion with each other.

From v.2, we see that before the Etern
Life was manifested to men, that

The Father gives His only Son.
The Lord of glory dies

For us the guilty and undone,
A spotless sacrifice.
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A Help or a Hindrance:
Which?

C.H.Mackintosh

“And God hath set some in the church, first apostles, secondarily
prophets, thirdly teachers, after that miracles, then gifts of healings,
helps, governments, diversities of tongues...covet earnestly the best
gifts” (1 Corinthians 12:28,31). Could there be a better gift in today’s
church than that of being a help? This reprint of an article by a well
known writer of the 19th century is still timely today.

Of the many favours conferred upon ug&\nd here, at the very outset, we would
by our ever-gracious Lord, one of thaemind the reader that the object of this
very highest is the privilege of beingbrief paper is not to discuss the oft-
present in the assembly of His belovedaised question, “How are we to know
people, where He has recorded Hiwhat meeting to go to?” This is
name. We may assert with all possiblassuredly a question of the utmost
confidence that every true lover ofimportance, which every Christian —
Christ will delight to be found whereman, woman and child — is bound and
He has promised to be. Whatever magrivileged to have divinely settled ere
be the special character of the meetingpe takes his place in an assembly. To go
whether it be round the Lord’s table, tdo a meeting without knowing the
show forth His death; or round theground on which such a meeting is
Word, to learn His mind; or round gathered, is to act in
the mercy-seat, to tell Him our ignorance or
need, and draw from His indifference wholly
exhaustless treasury — every incompatible with
devoted heart will long to the fear of the Lord
be there. We may rest and the love of His
assured that anyone wht word.

wilfully neglects the But we repeat, this
assembly is in a cold, dead, question is not
dangerous state of soul. To neg- now before us. We
lect the assembling of ourselvec are not occupied with
together is to take the first step on the the ground of the meet-
downward slope that leads to the totahg, but withour state and conduct on
abandonment of Christ and His prethat ground- a question, surely, of vast
cious interests (Hebrews 10:25). moral importance to every believer pro-
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fessing to be gathered in, or to, th&hat a profound truth! Yes, and it is as
name of Him who is holy and true. Thepractical as it is profound.

title of this article is our concern now.And be it remembered that the apostle
We assume that the reader is clear asit not speaking of any mere local
the ground of the assembly, and hencgssembly, but of the whole body, of
our immediate business with him justyhich no doubt, each particular assem-
now is to raise the solemn question iBly ought to be the local expression.
his heart and conscience, “Am | a helpThus he writes, in addressing the
or a hindrance, to the assembly?” Thaissembly at Corinth, “Nowe are the
each individual member is either one opody of Christand members in partic-
the other is as clear as ular” (v.27). True, there were
it is weighty and prac- other assemblies, and had the
tical. apostle been addressing any
If the reader will just of them on the same subject,
open his Bible and he would have used the same
read, thoughtfully and language; for what was true
prayerfully, 1 of each was true of all; and
Corinthians 12, he what was true of the whole

will find most clearly was true of each local
established the gree expression. Nothing can be
practical truth that clearer, nothing simpler,
each member of the nothing more deeply practi-
body exerts an influ- cal. The whole subject

ence on all the rest; just as in the huménrnishes three most precious and
body, if there be anything wrong withpowerful motives for a holy, earnest,
the very feeblest and most obscurdevoted life — namely, first, that we may
member, all the members feel ithot dishonourthe Head to whom we are
through the head. If there be a brokennited; secondly, that we may not
nail, a broken tooth, a foot out of joint,grieve the Holy Spirit by whom we are
any limb, muscle or nerve out of orderunited; and, thirdly, that we may not
it is a hindrance to the whole bodyinjure the members with whom we are
Thus it is in the Church of God, theunited.

body of Christ. “And whether oneCan anything exceed the moral power
member suffer, all the members suffesf such motives as these? Oh, that they
with it; or one member be honoured, allvere more fully realised among God'’s
the members rejoice with it” (v.26). Thepeloved people! It is one thing to hold
state of each member affects the wholgnd teach the doctrine of the unity of
body. Hence it follows that each memthe body, and quite another thing to
ber is either a help or a hindrance to alenter into and exhibit its holy formative
power. Alas, the poor human intellect
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may discuss and traffic in the highesto the meeting. They may quench the
truths, while the heart, the conscienc&pirit, hinder the worship, interrupt the
and the life have never felt their holyyommunion, mar the integrity of the
influence! This is a most solemn coneccasion.

sideration for every one. May we pona|| this is most serious, and calls for
der it in our hearts, and may it tell upomoly watchfulness on the part of all who
our whole life and character. May tthngage in any branch of ministry in the
truth of the “one body” be a grand assembly. Even a hymn may
moral reality to every mem- prove a hindrance; it may
ber of that body on the interrupt the current of the
face of the earth. Spirit in the assembly.
Here we might close Yea, the precious word
this paper, feeling, as of God may be read
we do, that if the glo- out of place. In short,
rious truth on which whatever is not the
we have been dwelling direct fruit of the Spirit
were held in the living can only hinder the edi-
power of faith by all the fication and blessing of
Lord’s beloved people, then, the assembly. All who take
assuredlyall the precious prac- part in the ministry should have
tical results would follow. But in sitting the distinct sense that they are led by
down to write, there was one speciahe Spirit in what they do. They should
branch of the subject before the mindpe governed by the one commanding,
and that is, the way in which the variousibsorbing object — the glory of Christ in
meetings are affected by the conditiothe assembly, and the blessing of the
of soul, the attitude of heart, and thessembly in Him. “Let all things be
state of mind, of all who attend. Wedone unto edifying” (1 Corinthians
repeat, and with emphasis, all whd4:26). If it be not thus, they had better
attend — not merely all who audibly takéoe quiet, and wait on the Lord. They
part, but all who form the meeting.  will render more glory to Christ and

No doubt a special and very weightynore blessing to the assembly by quiet
responsibility rests on those who tak&aiting than by restless action and
any part in the ministry, whether it be irinprofitable talking.

giving out a hymn, engaging in prayeBut while feeling and owning the grav-
or thanksgiving, reading the Word,ity of all that has to be said in reference
teaching, or exhortation. All who do sato the holy responsibility of all who
should be very sure that they are simplgninister in the assembly, we are
the instruments in the hand of the Lordhoroughly persuaded that the tone,
for whatever they undertake to docharacter and general effect of public
Otherwise they may do serious damag®eeetings are very intimately connected
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with the moral and spiritual condition tone, freshness, and a spirit of worship,
of all. It is this, we confess, that weighgo an assembly.

upon the heart, and leads us to pen thihere is a vast difference between an
brief address to every assembly undefssembly of people gathered round
the sun. Every one in the meeting igome gifted man, and one gathered sim-
either a help or a hindrance. All whoply to the Lord Himself, on the ground
attend in a devout, earnest, loving spilof the one body. It is one thing to be
it; who come simply to meet the Lordgatherecby ministry, and quite another
Himself; who flock to the assembly asg be gatheretb it. If people are mere-
the place where His precious name i@ gathered to ministry, when the min-
recorded; who delight to be therastry goes, they are apt to go too. But
because He is there — all such are a reghen earnest, true-hearted, devoted
help and blessing to a meeting. Magouls are gathered simply to the Lord
God increase their number! If allHimself, then, while they are most
assemblies were made up of sucthankful for true ministry when they
blessed elements, what a different talgan get it, they are not dependent upon
would have to be told! it. They do not value gift less, but they
And why not? It is not a question of giftvalue the Giver more. They are thankful
or knowledge, but of grace and godli- for the streams, but they
ness, true piety and prayerfulness. In depend only upon the

a word, it is simply a question of Fountain.

that condition of soul in which & It will invariably be
every child of God and every : found that those who
servant of Christ ought to ; can do best without min-
be, and without which the istry, value it most when
most shining gifts and they get it. In a word, they
the most extensive . give it its true place. But
knowledge are a hin- those who attach undue
drance and a snare. B importance to gift, who are
Mere gift and intelli- g always complaining of the lack of
gence, without an exer- it, and cannot enjoy a meeting without

cised conscience and the fear it, are a hindrance and a source of
of God, may be, and have been, used @feakness to the assembly.

the enemy for the moral ruin of soulsanq  aas, there other hindrances and
But where there is true humility, andsq rces of weakness which demand the
that seriousness and reality which thggjos consideration of all. We should,
sense of the presence of God ever pr@ych one of us, as we take our places in
duces, there you have what will mosfhe 45sembly, honestly put the question
surely, gift or no gift, impart depth of;y or hearts, “Am | a help, or a hin-

drance?” If we come in a cold, hard,
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careless state of soul — come in a merdhie assembly, wherever they are. Again
ly formal manner, unjudged, unexerciswe say, with a full heart, may God add
ed, unbroken; in a fault-finding, to their number.

murmuring, complaining spirit, judging If all assemblies were composed of
everything and everybody except oursuch, it would be the very atmosphere
selves — then, most assuredly, we areqt heaven itself, the name of Jesus
serious hindrance to the blessing, thgould be as ointment poured forth;
profit and the happiness of the meetingvery eye would be fixed on Him, every
We are the broken nail, the brokemeart absorbed with Him, and there
tooth, or the foot out of joint. How would be a more powerful testimony to
sorrowful, how humiliating, how terri- His name and presence in our midst
ble is all this! May we watch against itthan could be rendered by the most bril-
pray against it, firmly disallow it. liant gift.

But, on the other hand,
those who present them-
selves in the assembly in
a loving, gracious,
Christ-like spirit; who
delight to meet their
brethren, whether rour
the Table, round tt
fountain of Holy T —3%
Scripture, or round the '
mercy-seat for prayer; be knit together in
who in their hearts’ deep sweet confidence and
and tender affections, embrace all thgue brotherly love. May He crown with
members of the beloved body of Christyis richest blessing the labours of all
whose eyes are not dimmed, nor thelis beloved servants at home and
affections chilled by dark SUSpiCiOﬂSabroad1 cheering their hearts and
evil surmisings, or unkindly feelingsstrengthening their hands, giving them
toward any around them; who haveo be steadfast and unmovable, always

been taught of God to love theirabounding in His precious work, in the
brethren, to look at them “from the topassurance that their labour is not in

of the rocks” and see them “in theyain.
vision of the Almighty” (Numbers
23:9; 24:4); who are ready to profit by
whatever the gracious Lord sends ther
even though it may not come throug
some brilliant gift or favourite teacher —

all such are a divinely sent blessing to

May the gracious Lord pour
out His blessing upon all His
assemblies throughout the
whole earth. May He deliver
them from every hin-
drance, every
weight, every stum-
bling-block, every
root of bitterness.
May the hearts of all
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1. Dwell

This is not meant to be raced through! Take time to think about
each of these verses in turn. Let them move your heart to worship
the Lord and to challenge you in His service. Practise ‘the lost art
of meditation’.

from eternity
“For thus says the High and Lofty One who
inhabits eternity, whose name is Holy:
dwell in the high and holy plagsvith him
who has a contrite and humble spirit, to
revive the spirits of the humble, and to
revive the heart of the contrite ones” (Isaiah
57:15).
in the tabernacle
“And let them make Me a sanctuatyat | may dwell among
them” (Exodus 25:8).

in the temple

“But will God indeed dwell on the eartiBehold, heaven and the heaven of
heavens cannot contain You. How much less this temple which | have built!” (1
Kings 8:27).

on earth

“And the Word became flesind dwelt among usnd we beheld His glory, the
glory as of the only begotten of the Father, full of grace and truth” (John 1:14).

“For in Him dwells all the fullnessf the Godhead bodily” (Colossians 2:9).

the Holy Spirit in the believer

“Do you not know that you are the temple of God and tiratSpirit of God
dwells in you?”(1 Corinthians 3:16).

Christ in the believer

“that Christ may dwell in your heartsrough faith; that you, being rooted and
grounded in love, may be able to comprehend with all the saints what is the
width and length and depth and height — to know the love of Christ which pass-
es knowledge” (Ephesians 3:17-19a).
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to eternity

“And | heard a loud voice from heaven saying, “Behold, the tabernacle of God
is with menand He will dwell with thenand they shall be His people, and God
Himself will be with them and be their God” (Revelation 21:3 — last mention
of ‘dwell’).

away from God

“Then Cain went out from the presence of

the LorD and dwelt in the land of Nodn

the east of Eden” (Genesis 4:16 — first
mention of ‘dwell’).

in defilement
“[The leper] shall be unclean. All the days
he has the sore he shall be unclean. He is
unclean,and he shall dwell alonehis habitation
shall be outside the camp” (Leviticus 13:46).

two contrasts

“Abraham dwelin the land of Canaan, ahat dweltin the cities of the plain
and pitched his tent even as far as Sodom” (Genesis 13:12).
the believer’'s confidence
“I will both lie down in peace, and sleep; for You alone, Grb, make me
dwell in safety”(Psalm 4:8).
the believer's hope
“One thing have | desired of theokp, that will | seekthat | may dwell in the
house of the drp all the days of my life, to behold the beauty of tlu&b, and
to inquire in His temple” (Psalm 27:4).
“Surely goodness and mercy shall follow me all the days of myalife,| will
dwell in the house of theokb forever” (Psalm 23:6).
brethren together

“Behold, how good and how pleasant itfs brethren to dwell together in
unity!...For there the brp commanded the blessing — life for evermore”
(Psalm 133:1,3b).

in God

“And we have known and believed the love that God hath to us. God is love;
andhe that dwelleth in love dwelleth in Gahd God in him” (1 John 4:16).
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5. The love of believers

George Bell
It is reported that the world could look at 1st century Christians and exclaim in won-
der, “See how these Christians love one another”. Would the world say these same
words today in wonder or derision? The concluding part of this series is an important
reminder that love for Jesus is the important spring of love for one another.

In preceding articles, we have considerethose words, “Greater love hath no man
1. The Father’s love to the Son. than this, that a man lay down his life for
2. The love of the Son to the Father. S friends” (John 15:13). We go on to
3. The Father’s love for His children. th".”‘ of the Words of the.h}’m”- Thou fqr
) Thine enemies wast slain; what love with
4. The love of the Son for His own.  Thine can vie?”

In this final part of this_ series, we shalll jonhn 4:19 is worth examining in more

look at the love of believers under tWogetajl, |n other translations, *him’ is omit-
headings: ted from this verse, leaving the object of
(@) The love of believers for the Son.  our love open. It may refer to God, or the
(b) The love of believers for one anotherSon of God, or to one another. Whoever
Love of believers for the may be the objects, it _is on_ly that div_ine
love shown to us which gives the vital
Son impulse. The words of the Lord Jesus in

“We love him, because he first loved usdohn 14:15 still challenge us. They
(1 John 4:19). require little comment; love to the Lord is

“If ye love me, keep my commandments"oroveo| by obedience.
(John 14:15). There are many passages in ‘The Song of

To speak of the love of believers for thiﬁolorfnont; wf;)e_rde the brid_le_hexpresses ger
Son immediately challenges each one ve Tor her bridegroom. . ey are words
us. How little we dare say! We feel hovx)Nh'Ch mirror the believer’s love for the

: : . An outstanding one is found in 5:10-
inadequate is our response to the love ?on o :
Christ! If only we had a deeper impress 6. The bride is absorbed with the one she

sion of it, perhaps our return to Hi loves. She describes the various facets of

would be greater. The first verse quote
above contains a ‘because’ and so hig
lights the source of the believer’s love
Nothing can compare with His love! His
love comes first!
Before moving on, let's ponder that love
for a moment. Often as we gather toget
er to remember Him, we are reminded ¢

His love
comes first!
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his person. She begins: “My beloved i®f his Lord is a reflection of our own
white and ruddy, the chiefest among tehearts. Luke tells us of Peter’s deep sor-
thousand.” She ends: “His mouth is mostow and tears when the cock crowed, and
sweet: yea, he is altogether lovely. This inow Peter then remembered his Lord’s
my beloved, and this is my friend, Owords. The real cause of his sorrow was
daughters of Jerusalem.” These are beativat, just as the cock crew, the Lord
tiful expressions of love which we dolooked upon him. What kind of look was
well to take to heart. So often we feel th@? Was it resentment? No, it was a look of
coldness of our hearts. It may be that wve, perhaps hurt love? But the Lord had
find it difficult to express ourselves ade-0n|y Peter’s restoration in view. What a
quately. However, the Lord knows oufyonderful Master we have! He's just the
hearts better than we do. same today! Long ago, David knew
We turn, now, to the experiences of Petesomething of that same tender shepherd
recorded at the close of each of the fowrare: “He restoreth my soul: he leadeth
Gospels. It ill becomes any of us to critime in the paths of righteousness for his
cise any of the Lord's servants, certainlyame’s sake” (Psalm 23:3). Peter was
not Peter. What happened to him is giveprought down, almost to the point of
as a clear lesson to us all. Each of thgespair; he was being sifted as wheat
Gospels records Peter's self-confidencg uke 22:31). How deeply grateful he
leading to his denial of the Lord. Godmyst have been for the words of the Lord:

would have us all to be aware of the dany have prayed for thee, that thy faith fail
gers of trusting in ourselves. That the,gy.

flesh can cor_ltrib_ute nothing in the SerVic‘?’eter was fully restored. That restoration
IOf the Lord is, indeed, a hard lesson t?ook place after the Lord had been raised
earn., i from the dead. Luke records an incident
Peter’s self-conﬁdenge brought forth th€yhich has a bearing upon Peter’s restora-
Lord's solemn warning: “Simon Petero, Two disciples had returned from

said unto him, Lord, whither goest thou% ;4 and found the company of disci-
Jesus answered him, Whither 1 go, tho les gathered together, saying, “The Lord
canst not follow me now; but thou shal s risen indeed, and hath appeared to
follow me afterwards. Peter said UNtesimon” (Luke 24:34). Scripture is silent

Ihm']I,I Il_or%, why car:.r;otfl fct)lrllow ﬂllee JnOW?about what happened between the Lord
witl fay cown my e for thy Sake. JESUS, 4 peter. That was a very private inter-

answered him, Wilt thou lay down thy life
for my sake? Verily, verily, | say unto
thee, the cock shall not crow, till thou has
denied me thrice” (John 13:36-38).

There is no doubt that Peter meant wh
he said. He loved the Lord dearly. But h
had to learn his weakness the hard wal
The story of how the Lord’s words camg
true is well known. His three-fold denial

pvest thou
more than
these?”
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view. We can rest assured that the work ahow this love to one another. We are all
restoration was complete. part of the family of God, all sharing the

Subsequently, in John 21 we read ofame life. Yet this area of loving one
Peter's public restoration. Peter wa&nother is so often where we fail! That is
searched through and through. In thawhy there are so many exhortations to
threefold searching, the words of the Lordhis end. It will be convenient to look at

thrust deeper each time. It began with thinese under six headings.

question, “Simon, son of Jonas, lovesbiscipleship

thou me more than these?” It is not diffi«p new commandment | give unto you,

cult to see the Lord's meaning. Petefha; ye ove one another; as | have loved
would, no doubt, remember his boast, thatye also love one another. By this
Although all shall be offended, yet will 5o all men know that ye are my disci-

nqt I (Mark 1‘_1:29)' Peter’s response tOples, if ye have love one to another” (John
this first question was, “Yea, Lord, thou13:34 35).

knowest that | love thee.” The Lord’s
Jhe commandments of the law were

answer to this was, “Feed my lambs.”. : | ble 1o k th A
Peter was not only restored but also con@!Ven 0 & people unable fo keep them.
ew commandment is now given. It is

missioned. As a result of this searchin

process, he was equipped to be an a el in character, and is given to those

shepherd. Peter's epistles provide the eW!N© have been born of God. Because they

dence of how well he discharged thati@ve @ new life, they have not only the
shepherd care. desire to keep this new commandment,
.but also the power, as born of God, to do

There is a salutary lesson for us all Inso. The Lord sets the standard for this

Peter's experience. Any service w? C N

. ove: “as | have loved you”!
undertake for the Lord must spring from ™"~ )
love for Him, and not from our self-con-An important aspect of this love to one

fidence. Just as the Lord knew His servainother is that it becomes a testimony to
Peter through and through, so He rightifll men. It gives a much louder and clear-
assesses our love to Him. In the light ofr sound that anything we could say. Our
this, He will equip us to serve Him. Wediscipleship can be more easily recog-

must distrust ourselves, and trust in thBised in this way. Love lies behind unity
Saviour. which, too, was meant to be a witness. So

. the Lord could pray, “That they all may
Love of believers for one be one; as thou, Father, art in me, and | in
another thee, that they also may be one inthst

So we arrive at the final part of this serief’€ world may believe that thou hast sent
on the subject, “Treasures of love”. Wene” (John 17:21).

began with the Father’s love to the Sonlhis verse reinforces what has been said,
Then we saw that we have become thiat unity was to be a testimony. This is

objects of the love of both the Father andharacteristic of Christianity. It is because

the Son. Now, in this final considerationof this that Satan has directed his efforts
we are responsible, as loved by God, ttw destroy this unity. We all have our part
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in this sad tale. So often the flesh ha€hristians to assure them that they were
shown itself in its true colours and Satatthe objects of the manifested love of God.
has taken advantage of the situation tdhis was to have a practical impact on
cause havoc. Love for one another wilthem.

preserve the unity and advance the witn the second part of John 3:16, we see
ness. that God’s gift of His only begotten Son

Love in the midst of hatred has in view that we should have eternal

“These things | command you, that ydifé. However, in John's epistle, we see
love one another. If the world hate you, yéhat God would have us to enjoy this life

know that it hated me before it hated you# @ meaningful way now, and live it out
in its fullness.

(John 15:17,18).

The Lord’s words here underline what Hg
had already said. His command is repes
ed in v.17. The following verse gives ug
the dark background. The world hate
Christ; it will hate those who love Him. In
a world marked by hatred, we are to sho
our love to one another. This agai
emphasises the matter of testimony.

Love’s obligation

“In this was manifested the love of Gody,10 reminds us that, before there could
toward us, because that God sent his onje any possession of eternal life, there
begotten Son into the world, that weyas the matter of sin to be resolved. So
might live through him. Herein is love,we have propitiation here, that is, the sin
not that we loved God, but that he lovedjuestion has indeed been settled. On the
us, and sent his Son to the the propitiatiogross of Calvary, the “Son sent” as Man
for our sins” (1 John 4:9,10). became an offering of such value to God,
In these verses, the love of God in it&nd brought life to us. We cannot regard
wondrous giving is unfolded. V.9 remindsthis lightly. For the Lord Jesus, it meant
us of the more familiar John 3:16. Therghose atoning sufferings, of which we
are two significant differences. understand so little, but which, neverthe-
John 3:16 1 John 4:9 less, cause us to worship and adore.
But it is John’s challenging comment on
“ the love of Godowards us” vv.9,.1(3 which p_articularly concerns us
T here: “Beloved, if God so loved usje
..buthave everlasting life” ought also to love one anothe(:11).
“...that we might livethrough him”  There is another reminder of John 3:16
In John 3:16, the scope of the love of Gollere: compare “Godo loved the world”
is the world. In 1 John 4:9, that love igwith “Beloved, if Godsoloved us”. What
more circumscribed. It is limited to us,a great obligation! May we respond to it!
that is, to believers only. John addresses

/e ought a
to love one
another”

“For God so lovedhe world”
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God displayed substance, and see his brother having
“No man has seen God at any time. If w8eed, and shut up his bowels from him,
love one another, God dwelleth in us, anow abides the love of God in him?” (1
his love is perfected in us” (1 John 4:12)John 3:16,17, JND trans.).

It is interesting to compare this verse withn V.16, another obligation is placed upon
John 1:18: “No man hath seen God at ariys- This is not optional. The lever for it is
time; the only begotten Son, which is irfhat He laid down His life for us. We are
the bosom of the Father, he hath declard@ lay down our lives for those who are in
him.” What a wonderful truth! When theneed. This does not necessarily mean that
Son of God was here on earth, God wake literally lay down our lives for our fel-
fully declared in Him. A full revelation low Christians. It may be so in extreme
was made! However, He has returned t@ircumstances. It means that we are com-
heaven as Man forever. He is no longer ofitted to do all we can to help those in
earth. The question might be askedddversity. Priscilla and Aquila did just
Where can God be seen today? TH&is. Paul writes very highly of them:
answer is in 1 John 4:12. He is displayedVho have for my life laid down their
in those who form God’s family, as theirnecks: unto whom not only | give thanks,
love for each other is practised! It is nothbut also all the churches of the Gentiles”
ing short of a miracle that believers of dif{Romans 16:3,4).

ferent nationalities, varying social statusy.18 carries on: “My little children, let us
even diverse cultures, are able to exhibitot love in word, neither in tongue; but in
the love of God. deed and in truth.” Talking about loving
Love to God proved the brethren is not sufficient! Action is

“If a man say, | love God, and hateth higeeded! Otherwise, the question may
brother, he is a liar: for he that loveth nofightly be a_Ski?’ How dwelleth the love
his brother whom he hath seen, how Ca‘l)If God in him ]
he love God whom he hath not seen?” (1 Conclusion

In conclusion, may these meditations

John 4:20).

This verse requires very little comment. lkncourage us to find our true joy in abid-
speaks for itself, and challenges us allng in Christ. Fruitfulness will then be the
Loving God and loving one another stangesyit. There will also be the satisfaction
together, and must not be separated! Thg 3 true-hearted response to the Father
closing verse of the chapter sums it URyho seeks worshippers. Soon we will be
“And this commandment we have fromjn that home of unchanging love, the
him, That he who loveth God love hispather's house. The atmosphere of that
brother also” (v.21). home will be love. May we lay hold of
Love practised His promise, “I will come again, and
“Hereby we have known love, because heeceive you unto myself: that where | am,
has laid down his life for us; and wethere ye may be also” (John 14:3).

ought for the brethren to lay down [our
lives. But whoso may have the world’ -
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Part 7 Conclusion

“Now therefore, we are all present before God, to hear all the things commanded you
by God” (Acts 10:33) are words which marked Cornelius’ readiness to listen to what
God had to say through Peter. As we come to the final part in this telling series, may
we be equally ready to hear the word of the Lord through these bygone churches to us

today.

John Weston

In Part 6, some general features of théo Pergamum: “To him that overcometh
seven churches in Revelation 2 & 3 werwill | give to eat of the hidden manna, and

considered, viz.

| will give him a white stone, and in the

1. The presentation of the Lord to eaclstone a new name written, which no man

church.

knoweth saving he that receiveth it”

2. The warnings of the Lord to each(2:17).

church.

The keynote of this promise ssifficiency.

One other general feature remains to bg, Thyatira: “And he that overcometh

noticed.

The promises of the Lord to the
overcomer in each church

and keepeth my works unto the end, to
him will | give power over the nations;
and he shall rule them with a rod of iron;

given to the overcomer in each church.
To Ephesus:
“To him that
overcometh
will | give to

eat of the tree

of life, which

is in the midst

of the para-
dise of God”
(2:7).

The keynote

of this prom-
ise is sur-
vival.

To Smyrna: “He

Ephesus

that overcometh shall not be hurt of th%

second death” (2:11).
The keynote of this promise saifety.

broken to shivers; even as | received of
my Father. And | will give him the morn-
ing star” (2:26-28).

The keynote of this promisessipremacy.

To Sardis: “He that overcometh, the same
shall be clothed in white raiment; and |
will not blot out his name out of the book
of life, but | will confess his name before
my Father, and before his angels” (3:5).
The keynote of this promise $anctifica-
tion.

To Philadelphia: “ Him that overcometh
will I make a pillar in the temple of my
God, and he shall go no more out; and |
will write upon him the name of my God,
nd the name of the city of my God,
which is new Jerusalem, which cometh
down out of heaven from my God; and |
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will write upon him my new name” Paul, to the sad situation which we have

(3:12).
The keynote of this promise $sanding.

considered earlier.
In the darkness of the night, Abraham

To Laodicea: “To him that overcomethWas told by God to lift up his eyes toward

will | grant to sit with me in my throne,

even as | also overcame, and am sat doﬂ?\e
countless number of stars, each star rep-

with my Father in his throne” (3:21).

The keynote of this promise &vereign
grace.

A detailed exposition of these promises i
not intended. This can readily be found i
larger treatises on the book of Revelatior
Some comments, however, in line witt
the general tenor of this series on Patmc
will follow.

At the outset, let us always remember th;
“all the promises of God in Him are yea
and in Him Amen, unto the glory of God
by us” (2 Corinthians 1:20). The Lord is
ever gracious. As He walks amidst the
lampstands, He is fully aware of the spir-
itual warfare confronting those who have
put their trust in Him. This, of course,
was particularly true in the early days of

heaven (Genesis 15:5). There he saw that

night sky was filled with the light of

resenting a
promise from
God. So we
also, during
the night of
this world as
we await the
break of day,
can lift up
our heads
towards
heaven and
know that the
night sky of

Smyrna -
the world is

alive with the promises of God!
So we can sing:

God’s promises come true.

the Church. These seven churches were Whate’er He says He will do.
surrounded by pagan nations who had for My heart no doubt can hold

centuries worshipped idols and mytho-

Of things He has told.

logical gods. These nations were steeped | know Your word is sure;

in superstition. Now a new situation was
developing, a new faith was being intro-
duced. In this conflict, these new
Christians discovered that the word of
God abounded in glorious promises.
These promises brought comfort and
strength, as well as hope.

In retrospect, however, we realise some-
thing of the power of the enemy in that it
took only 35 years for the believers in
Ephesus to fall from the spiritual heights
of blessing, as outlined in their letter from

It is a rock secure.
What You say comes about,
This | can never doubt.

God’s promises are true,
Fulfilment will ensue.

My trust must e’er prevalil;
His word can never fail.

Whate’er He says He will do;
His word is clear and true.
The waiting may be long,
"Twill end in triumph song.

(M.Basilea Schlink)
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Five  basic Despite the failures portrayed in five of
promises of the seven churches, a word of encourage-
God to the ment is given to those within them who
Children of desire to overcome the worldly pressures
Israel are around them. The mighty conflict being
encapsulated waged in the heavenlies against believers
in Exodus then, and today, can not be underestimat-
6:6-8. In a ed. The battle is fierce. Spiritual forces of
spiritual darkness and evil are engaged in making
sense, we are every attempt to destroy Christian witness
able, through and to turn hearts away from God.
grace, to Overcoming such forces will never be
claim these achieved through mere human strength or
same promises will-power. To be an overcomer needs
for ourselves. divine strength. The whole armour of
They are: God, in fact, is essential for protection in
1. 1 will bring you out from under the this warfare (see Ephesians 6:11-18).
burden of the Egyptians.

I will rid you of their bondage.

| will redeem you.

| will take you to Me for a people.
| will bring you into the land.

Such promises as these must surely ca
us to break out into songs of praise an
worship. We can rejoice now in the salva'&
tion expressed in the first four; we await
with joyful expectation the fulfilment of
the fifth. Scripture abounds with promis-The girdle of truth, the breastplate of
es for our earthly pilgrimage today. Oufighteousness and the sword of the Spirit
daily walk is garlanded with such promisgre all vital components of this armour.
es. Well might we, then, sing: The shield, as mentioned by Paul, was not
Standing on the promises of Christ my King,the small circular one which was some-
Through eternal ages let His praises ring; times used, but rather a long one which
Glory in the highest, | will shout and sing, covered much of the body. In ancient
Standing on the promises of God. wars, Spartan mothers told their sons as
However, in the letters to these sevethey left for battle, “Come back carrying
churches, very specific promises argour shield, or upon it (i.e. as a stretcher
made to those who will be overcomers ir a bier)”. It was a dishonour and a dis-
the spiritual warfare. In each case, thgrace to be parted from one’s shield,
promise given is particularly relevant toyhether in life or death.

the conditions prevailing in that church.

Pergamum

GIENNAIN

Thyatira
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We must keep like faith and use our shiel@,3 reveal so very clearly the love and
“to quench all the fiery darts of thegrace of our Saviour. He loved the Church
wicked” (v.16). and gave Himself for it, and now, at its
Be valiant, be strong, very inception, He sees so much failure
Resist the power of sin! creeping in. At times, there is the very
The fight is long, the foe is strong, but you denial of everything that He looks for. His

shall win; longsuffering love goes out to those

For through the power of Christ — the whose desire it is to respond to this love.
Stronger than the strong —

You shall be more than conqueror.

Be valiant, be strong.

The promises to the overcomers co
tained in these letters are not primaril
connected to the daily walk of the
Christian, but rather look on to the en
result. They look forward, in the main, t
the eternal day. In this way, they act as a
encouragement to believers to press oi
Paul could write, “I have fought a good

fight, I have finished my course, | havg s to these, the overcomers, that the
kept the faith: henceforth there is laid ug orq offers such wonderful promises. He
for me a crown of righteousness, whicheyeals the reward which will be theirs if,

the Lord, the righteous judge, shall givgjke Paul, they fight the good fight of
me at that day” (2 Timothy 4:7,8). faith.

We can take courage in the fact that Satafy those at Ephesus, the promise is given
is a defeated foe; yet we recognise, at thg that which was denied to Adam in the
same time, that he is described as a roatarden of Eden, that earthly paradise.
ing lion. So we must ever be sober anflow in God’s paradise, they will be able
vigilant (1t eat of the fruit of the tree of life.

Peter’ 5.:8)' The overcomers in the church at Smyrna,
Satan's fiery having experienced death and suffering,
darts seek to will be given the crown of life.

penetrate and | . .
to take advan- Hidden manna, a wh_|te stone, a new name
" tage of our _—aII these are pr_om|sed to the overcomer
human weak- N Pergamum. It is not at_ all clear what is
nesses. He is exactly meant by the hidden manna. It
only too well could refer to what was placed in the
aware of our Holy Ark (Exodus 16:33; Hebrews 9:4).
fallibilities! It might even be an oblique reference to
. that part of the passover loaf, the
The Promises afikomen, which was hidden during the
Sardis of Revelation passover meal. It was this hidden loaf

Philadelphia

April — June 2002 27



Patmos — an Island Speaks

which the Lord took, announcing that itspecific recognisable scenarios in the
symbolised His body which was to bechurch today. We need to give these seri-
given in sacrifice. The white stone, toopus thought. Should alarm bells ring, then
has interesting possibilities. At the conwe have, through God’s grace, still time,
clusion of a trial, the jury would hand toalbeit a very short time, to change course.

the judge either a white or a black stonefhe watchword is “Repent!” The night is
depending on the verdict. A white stonggr spent; the day is at hand (Romans
was also used to give right of entry t013:12).

public festlva!s, or r_oyal as_semblles. Ity summary of the seven churches
also symbolised victory in warfare.

Ephesus . ......... coldness
Smyrna .......... crossbearing
Pergamum ........ collaborating
Thyatira.......... compromising
Sardis ........... corpselike
Philadelphia ... ... committed
Laodicea ........ Christless
These seven churches have now passed
Laodicea into history. Their modern counterparts,

however, live on and are with us today.
Another, and rather beautiful, use of thé&et us look carefully into the mirror pre-
white stone was a practice known asented to us from this little island of
Tessara Hospitalis. Two friends, soorPatmos, and ask ourselves, “What does
about to part, would split a white stone irthe reflection telus?”

half, each half bearing the name of tha\s john's vision on this island came to an
other. The halves would then beand, he wrote, “He which testifieth these
exchanged, and often passed down thRings saith, Surely | come quickly.
generations. On a future occasion, shoulimen, Even so, come, Lord Jesus. The
the halves be presented, each still beariRgace of our Lord Jesus Christ be with
the name of the original friend, then g,ou all. Amen” (22:20,21). May His
firm friendship would at once begrace, His love, His Shalom, shine
acknowledged. through us as we go forward on our pil-
Highest of all the promises, surely, wagrim journey!

that to the overcomers in the apostate
church of Laodicea. No higher honour
can be imagined. “To share my throne’
said the Lord. Sovereign grace indeed!

As stated earlier, these churches provi
us with a mirror reflecting the spiritual
condition of church life in today’s world.
The different pictures in each highlight

To share
My throne

28 April — June 2002

Advertisement

From time to time, philosophers, scientists,

e“oslt date’.
ces- This book has been written specifically for
X o0, THS those who take a similar line, who think
houg\\\-pto\lo \s '“ave e\l.e‘ ‘e‘“\“Ke(: that God .is non-existent or .irrelevant, or
sible ‘espo‘:\\\slsx for the serow A carett who are in some way sceptical about the
Wis @ .

AEY injus-
{D0eS God ex LSu“e(\n and W= 1 authors and other movers and shakers have
toroudh P iy \aine hit the headlines with claims that God is
“_e :,) vasnt ¥ non-existent, irrelevant or ‘past his sell-by
fic i prilial | arg
With cal
nst

ook ! -~ Directon whole issue. ‘
aglng 2)0v
Man. ion K . \’\O(ama S A\()
The GalluP organisat A ﬁasc\na\\g\g\o‘éo (WACK :;;h Jonn
m P m 0 of
o . gsues, 1o ronle and
It is designed to be given 5 aninis™ t‘g as\eﬁU\ (‘g)“(‘;:\;es nis
to those who consider a “Cha@ 1 ireral Jotations
themselves to be atheists erine it g\ga\ :
and to challenge their view. ent d friends W
. arg g an Al dre
nen
SS : 5501 0 Ma ¢ London
own personal experience gmeritus Pr Univer

support the claim made by the
author in the chapter.

Order from Scripture Truth Publications at the address inside the front cover




He led no conscripts in the field of faith,

But those whose hearts were bound to him as one,
Bondmen of nought but love. In David’s day
Royal Adullam had but volunteers

Linked to their lord by stronger, better bands
Than ever bound a trembling caitiff to

His tyrant’s will. These were true followers;
Men who were little Davids in their souls;
Reflections of the man who held their gaze.
They wore their uniform upon their hearts,
High courage living in each lucid eye;
Rugged and resolute. Stern hardships were
Their one exhilarating sport. Great men,
Brave-hearted heroes in the deadly fray,
They lived and died for their beloved lord—
Famous as David’s mighty men they lived:
Fearless before his enemies they died.
Their soul-inspiring model was the youth
Who met Goliath with his sling and stone,
Who slew his lion and his bear; the man
Who found his foe asleep, and held his hand.

But who and what are we in this our day?

And who and what is He whom we would serve?
And what were David's deeds compared with His?
Shall we be less than they? Is not our Lord
Greater than theirs could ever be? Shall we

Be found less faithful in this hostile scene?

Love’s lasting bands must bind our hearts to Him
Who faced our foe for us, who set us free,

Who bought us with a price, and such a price,
Paid in the furnace of the wrath of God.

(‘The Volunteers' is reprinted fromihe Caravanserddy permission.)

|.Y.Ewan




