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The Rapture

Jonathan Hughes

“Surely | am coming quickly” is the last promise of the Lord Jesus in Scripture.
But is this coming for the Church only or for the whole world? It is important
to understand clearly what the Bible teaches about this important event. This
helpful article is based on a talk, the first in a series on ‘Future Events’, given
at the Young Peoples’ Christian Conference in 2002.

Since the bombing of the Twin Towers inthe Church in the same way that a man
New York, there has been increased inteleves his wife! On our wedding day, how
est in future events. Even those whonany of us considered sending someone
would not normally read the Bible haveelse in our place to the church for the
shown some interest as to what it has tweremony?! That was something we
say about the future. Sadly, there is mudoenged to do ourselves. In just the same
confusion amongst Christians as to whatay, the Lord Jesus longs for the moment
the Bible does teach about future eventsthen He receives from His Father the
Today, more than ever, it is essential toommand to receive us unto Himself.
understand clearly what the Bible has térom the very beginning, God had
say, and to stick to that alone. decreed that it was not good for a man to
Between the idea and the reality be alone (Genesis 2:18). Praise God! The
Between the motion and the act Lord Jesus will not be alone in heaven!

Falls the shadow. (T.S.Eliot) How will He come?

As we shall see, the events at Calvary Thessalonians 4:16 tells us that He will
demand an answer. This will be giverfome with a shout, with the voice of an
when the Lord Jesus returns for Higrchangel and with the trumpet of God.
Church. Now in 2003, His coming casts! & word for ‘shout’ is unusual and sig-
its ever increasing shadow. nifies ‘a clear call to one’s own’. For

The word ‘rapture’ does not appear in thénstance, a commandlpg officer mlg.ht
Bible. It simply means ‘to snatch up’ anShOUt a command to h'S. men, e>.<pect|ng
excellent description of what will happenggz tf;imvtvtz)glk()jezaf\rzzldéir dlrtloatﬂlaffceégrrg-
when Jesus returns. Before going any fur- pany ! =SP
ther. we should read John 14_1_3mand. Jesus Ca.II will be heard by all
1 C,orinthians 15:35-38  50-52- F',h”_those who love Him, but only by those. It

ippians 3:20,21; 1 Thessalonians 4:13—1§V!" be unmistakeable and clear, and we

We shall consider our subject by askin will respond to it without a moments
. . Ject by gﬁwought. In John 10 we read of the
series of very simple questions.

Shepherd who calls His own sheep by
Who will come? name and leads them out. The sheep fol-
John 14:3 makes quite clear that it will béow Him for they know His voice. Jesus
Jesus Himself. The task is too importarédds, “My sheep hear My voice, and |
to entrust to an angel or any otheiknow them, and they follow Me”. As a
Ephesians 5:25-27 describe Christ lovinghild, | may have wondered how we were
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going to get up to heaven! His voice haamongst the Church. For nearly 2,000
all the power | need to join Him, in justyears Jesus has allowed this to be. But let
the same way that Peter found he coulds not for one minute believe that Satan is
walk on water when the Master called! as powerful as Jesus. We will meet the

1 Corinthians 15:52 adds that this will all-ord where He chooses, and nothing can
take place “in a moment, in the twinklingstop Him!
of an eye”. The world at large will not\who will be involved?

hear or see the Saviour, but it will see thg ., and every believer on the Lord Jesus
consequences of the Rapture. Imagine L pe joined to Him at the Rapture.

in 20 people disappearing from youlone will miss out. The dead in Christ

street! The populations of some countrieg;y e raised momentarily before those
will be decimated, easy pickings for,

X . ~'who are alive on earth at His coming. Let
predatory neighbours. Companies Will;s sto5 for a moment and consider this

collapse as the workforce disappeargorioys fact. For the first time since its
classes will stop as the teacher Van'Sheéreation the Church will be unified

The Rapture is a truly wonderful time fory 16 ang complete. No more divisions!
the Church, but the beginning of a time 0 more separations! For the first time,

unparalleled terror for the world. acting together as one! What a joy it will
Where will He come? be to Him! “He shall see of the travail of
1 Thessalonians 4:17 tells us that we wilis soul, and be satisfied” (Isaiah 53:11).
meet Him “in the air”. It is important to If this is what | am going to be, then sure-
note two things in these words. Firstlyly it should be what | am aiming for now
the verb translated ‘meet’ means ‘to joir(Philippians 3:14).

with and return to’ where He has COME\/hy will He come?

from. It is quite specific. It is not a gener- . .
al meeting, nor even that we meet Hi We will consider three reasons here.

and He returns with us to where we carrq?:irStly’ He is coming to take us home!
from One can imagine the deep longing of the
e . .. few godly Jews in captivity as they

And it is “in the air”. That realm, which is recalled Zephaniah's prophecy, “I' will
peculla_rly the _domam of Satanbring you home” (3:20). No more sin, no
(Eph|e5|ans 2:2), Is where we meet thg,, e haitheartedness, no more weakness
Lord! _The Rapture is ot a secretivg,y failure, no more problems! The call
sneaking through enemy lines. Itis a glog¢ |yome js something that should be very

i i ’ | . ]
rious triumph on Satan’s home groundpreCIOUS to each believer.

For too long has Satan, in his opposition ) i )
condly, He is coming to make us like

to the Lord Jesus, caused so much misery . "
— — imself. “Conformed to His glorious

. " body” (Philippians 3:21). “We shall be
A glorious triumph on

like Him, for we shall see Him as He is”

1 John 3:2).

2 / (

SQthl $ ﬁome ground" Thirdly, He is coming so that we might be
. _ delivered from the judgment that is to
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come on the earth (1 Thessalonians 1:10;
2 Thessalonians 2:7; Revelation 3:10). At
the cross, Jesus dealt with all our sins and
their penalty. We are no longer to come
under the judgment of God. There is no
more condemnation for those who are in
Christ Jesus (Romans 8:1).

When will He come?

Sadly, today, there is much confusion as
to when this wonderful event will take
place. Many believers expect the world to
be increasingly saved before His tri-
umphant return to reign. Others would
see His return only just before His return
to reign. The Rapture is the next event on
God’'s prophetic calendar. It occurs a?'
least seven years (the period known as the
Tribulation) before He appears to the
world, and then sets up His kingdom for
1,000 years.

Why do we believe this to be so? No sin-
gle verse of the Bible gives the whole pic-
ture. The verse which comes closest to
indicating that the Rapture precedes the
Tribulation is Revelation 3:10. Placing
the Rapture before the Tribulation, before
the Appearing, before the Millennium is
the simplest scheme that fits all the facts.
We will look at some of the reasons for
teaching that the Rapture must occur
before the start of the Tribulation.
1. The nature of the Tribulation

Wrath (Revelation 6:17) but not for

us (1 Thessalonians 1:9-10)

Judgment (Revelation 14:7) but not

for us (1 Thessalonians 5:9)

Indignation (Isaiah 26:20,21) but not

for us (Revelation 3:10)

Punishment (Isaiah 24:21) but not fors,

us (Revelation 2:22)

Hour of trial (Revelation 3:10)

2.

Time of Jacob’s trouble (Jeremiah
30:7).

The whole character of the
Tribulation is incompatible with the
promises that we have been given as
believers on the Lord Jesus.

Daniel's prophecy. Daniel ch.9 fore-
tells 70 seven year periods. The first
69 have already taken place and con-
cerned lIsrael. The TO- the seven
years of the Tribulation — is still to
come. The Church had no place in the
first 69, so it would seem strange for
it to be involved in the 70

Character of the Church. The hope of
the Church is heavenly (Philippians
3:20); we are perfect in Him
(Ephesians 5:27). We do not need the
Tribulation to make us ready for
Him; we are ready now. The Church
is a unified body in His sight; we will
all be raptured together.

Opposite characteristics of the
Rapture and the Appearing. A com-
mon mistake is to confuse these two
events, and yet they are clearly differ-
ent. There are no signs to indicate
when the Rapture will be, though

there are many signs associated with
His Appearing. The Rapture is not

seen by the whole world, but the

Appearing is a very visible event.

The Rapture is a return for blessing,
whilst the Appearing is a return for

judgment. We do not read about the
Rapture in the OIld Testament,

although the Appearing appears
prominently in it.

The interpretation of Revelation. This
book becomes doubly difficult to
understand if the Church is on earth

April — June 2003



The Rapture

during the Tribulation. Who are the
elders in heaven in ch.4, if not repre-
sentatives of the Church? Why argy
Christians not specifically mentioned
in chapters 4 onwards as being on the
earth?

The work of the Restrainer. 2

Thessalonians 2 speaks about the
Restrainer being removed before the
man of lawlessness is revealed. This
statement is best understood if the
Holy Spirit is the Restrainer. But the
Holy Spirit cannot be removed from
the earth if Christians are present on
it since He indwells them. His

removal must indicate that the
Church has already been removed
from the earth.

The problem of 1 Thessalonians-t-
4:13-18. Several of the Christians in
Thessalonica were worried. They had
listened to Paul as he told them about
the Lord’s return. Now what would
happen to those who had already?2.
died? Would they miss out on the
blessing of the Lord’s return? So Paul
had to write this letter to answer their
question. Now if all believers were to
go through the Tribulation, there
would be no cause for concern. The
dead believers would be the fortunate

behave during this most critical per-
iod?

Who comes with Jesus at His
Appearing? If the Church is on earth,
then it cannot come with Him from
heaven. So who does? There cannot,
at the same time, be two different
ways to be saved. At present, we
preach the Gospel of God’'s grace;
during the Tribulation, the Gospel of
the kingdom will be preached
(Revelation chs. 11,14).

10. Revelation 12:5-12. In these verses,

Israel is clearly the object of Satan’s
attack. Why is it not the Church,
which is so precious to Christ, if the
Church is still on the earth?

Condition of the false church,

Babylon (Revelation chs.17,18). This
is seen as completely corrupt and is
destroyed. No mention is made of a
faithful remnant of true believers.

Agreement of Old Testament pic-
tures. Whilst the Rapture is not
specifically mentioned in the Old

Testament, there are pictures of it e.g.
Enoch taken to heaven whilst Noah is
preserved through the judgment of
the flood; Lot is saved and Sodom is
destroyed.

ones! To live during the Tribulation is |, the early church, believers expected

to suffer. The fact that thesejeqys to come at any time. There was

Thessalonian believers had a problemghing to be fulfilled before His return,

indicates that they understood thafjike the many unfulfilled prophecies

the Rapture occurs before the start Qfnich relate to His Appearing. As
|

the Tribulation. | il

Could Christians really obey
1 Timothy 2:1-4 in relation to the
government of the Beast? If not, why
is there no direct instruction in any ol
the epistles as to how we shoul¢

LooKk for Jesus, not

for signs
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Christians, we are to look for Jesus, natot talk to another. Is this really the way
for signs, as we wait for His return.we want to enter His presence? The time
Nothing remains to be fulfilled before Hisfor conflict resolution is now, today. |
coming (Philippians 4:5; James 5:8)may not be able to solve all the problems
Jesus taught His disciples that, when thdfat there are, but His return demands that
saw certain signs, they would know that do not have any outstanding quarrels left
His Appearing was near. The two eventsjnresolved.

then, must be separate. Thirdly, we need to be watchinghe
As we look at the condition of today’'sLord had to say to His disciples, “What,
world, many would agree that, althougtcould you not watch with Me one hour?”
we cannot put a date on His return at thé/e can almost sense the hurt in His voice
Rapture, it must be very soon — probablgs He found His disciples asleep. And yet
months or years, rather than decades we are no better. The Lord warned His
centuries! church at Sardis, “Therefore if you will
How does this affect me? not watch, | will come upon you as a

All this may seem rather academic. Aftefi€f, and you will no,t, know what hOL_” '
all, the Rapture will happen in the way itVill come upon you” (Revelation 3:3).
happens, and we cannot do anythinahe description of His return as a thief is
about it. However, there are at least thrdd® Detter than that for unbelievers! Will
important ways in which it should affectth® Lord return and we will not even be
US. expecting Him, let alone be ready for

) . Him?! After 2,000 years of general fail-
Firstly, we need to be savetdhere will ;
be no second chance (2 Thessaloniang.’ the Church's absolute shame, the
2:11-12) Rimate disappointment for Him, should

' ' be that His bride was so little looking for
Secondly, we need to be reatiyl k’n(?W His return. We may individually fail Him
that Jesus’ return was in 10 days’ time, i, 5o many ways. Let us resolve, at least,
would not miss the last opportunity to,.: to fail Him at the end.

attend the Breaking of Bread, or th%s we end this look at His return, it is fit-

- . .
prayer meeting! There are things Whld%ing to close with the promise made to the

we can do for Him only whilst we are . .

here on earth. Saying ‘Thank You’ at HisChl.JrCh at Philadelphia, "Behold, | come
) ~quickly! Hold fast what you have, that no

Supper is one such. One day we wilf

attend this meeting for the very last timeo_nlel)m""y take your crown” (Revelation

| should, therefore, approach this remem-
brance with the freshness that His retuff -
requires.
Satan is so busy today, trying to get us $eﬁ0[d; I core
give up! Being faithful becomes increas
ingly hard. It would be such a shame if lLiCK[ [
gave up today, only for Him to return q y’
tomorrow. Sadly today, one believer will

. |
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What Does the Bible Say
About...?

4, Money
John Keable

From childhood days and pocket money, through our wage earning days,
and finally in retirement, money plays a lesser or greater part in our
lives. How important it is that we have our thinking on this important
subject moulded by what Scripture teaches.

Probably one of the most mis-quote{ @@ |
verses in the Bible is the one abol Money can 68 a 7’87’1{

money. “Money is the root of all evil” is

the popular mis-quotation. What the gOOJSCTUant, 6ut it

Bible actually says is, “Thieve ofmoney

is the (or, a) root of all evil” (1 Timothy can be a r utﬁ[ess
6:10).
master!

“Money makes the world go round” is
another popular quotation, although thit® L
one has no biblical basis. Solomon, imnioney and slavery

Ecclesiastes 10:19, seems to agree Witthe very first mention of money in the
this when he writes, “Money is theiple is in Genesis 17:12,13,23. These
answer for everything”. verses concern the circumcision of ser-
So, straight away, we have two completevants who had been bought into Jewish
ly contrasting views on the subject othouseholds. They were bought with
money. On the one hand, to love it willmoney. Straight away, then, we are faced
lead us into evil; on the other hand, it is swith the issue of slavery; in the days of
important a commodity that we can rarelyAbraham, it was an acceptable practice. It
do without it. What can the Bible teach ugontinued to be so in the western world
about the vital use, and abuse, of moneymtil about 150 years ago; in some parts
of the world, it is still regarded as an
acceptable practice. Interestingly, the first
mentions of money in the books of
Exodus and Leviticus are also concerned
with the issue of slavery (Exodus 12:44;
Leviticus 22:11).

What can we learn from what the Bible
has to say about money and slavery?
Simply this: money can be a very good
servant, but it can be a ruthless master! In
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the book of Genesis, we get several examdoney and God'’s work

ples of this: Abraham used money to purfhere are instructions given for financial
chase a field in which he could bury higontributions to the work of God (Exodus
wife, Sarah (23:9-13). Itis interesting thaB0:16). In this case, the giving was for the
this, the second mention of money in thevork of the Tabernacle. All through the

Bible, concerns the subject of death. ThBible, we are presented with the idea of
field which Abraham bought became dhe work of God being financially sup-

burial ground for his descendants foported by His people. Acts 11:27-30 gives
many years. an example of a Christian collection to

Later, Jacob also bought a plot of lan@iVe aid to brethren in need. God's people
(33:18-20). This time, the land was to pddividually are expected to give to Him
used as a place to live in and a place {HSt (1 Corinthians _16:1'4)'

worship God. Here we reach the end d¥loney and humanity

any good uses of money in the book ofVhen we value God correctly, our value
Genesis. of other people and of our possessions

In 31:15, Rachel and Leah accuse theltll r?aturall){ fall into place. .

Jacob, adding that he had already Spemund in Leviticus 25:37. This forbids the
the money he had received for them. adding of interest on loans given to help
In chs. 42-44, we get the interesting Storthe poor out of trouble. In this book, God

of Joseph, the son of Jacob, who was so 0 gives mst_ructlons for the purchgsmg
. . and redemption of property (27:15,
into slavery by his brothers. In thes 19)
chapters, Joseph has reached the positi'gp(; '

of Prime Minister of Egypt. When his m the hook of Lewviticus, then, we

brothers come to buy food, he orders th%\%?rjzs?igg_s :grggg,lsf%rezl;?;ari} r\;\?:tﬁ;/r;d

their money be returned to them. When helo th h
they found their money returned insteagwney’ weare expec'Fed tohe p_t 0se Who

S ' .__are less fortunate. This thought is expand-
of thinking that God had worked a mira

i - “ed in the book of James (1:27): “to visit
cle for them, they saw it as a sign of pung,nans and widows in their distress, and
ishment for their past sins.

to keep oneself unstained by the world”.
Later, during the great famine of EgyptThis is James’ description of true reli-

we read that Joseph reduced the whotgion.

land to slavery (47:21). With their money;, Deuteronomy 2:6, God instructs His

gone, the Egyptians were forced to sefjeople to buy food and water from those
themselves for food and grain. Josepfyho were not part of God’'s community.

ordered that 20% of the Egyptians earnwhen the Israelites attempted to do this,
ings should be paid to Pharaoh. At thenheir neighbours were not willing to trade.

time Genesis was written, the law wasiere is a valuable lesson: we are to buy,
still in force (47:26). Thus, Joseph introsell and trade with those who do not
duced the idea of income tax! accept our faith and way of life. If they
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refuse to have anything to do with usship. If we are to be blessed by God, we
then that is their affair; we are not to benust make a difference in our dealings
prejudiced against anybody. with those in fellowship and those with-

In Deuteronomy 21:14, we have an interout. It goes without saying that all our

esting note about human rights. If a madealings will be characterised by upright-
was to marry a female slave, the marriageess.

eﬁectively released her from her Slavermoney does not get a very good Write-up
If the marriage did not work out, she wasn the book of Judges; the first mention is
not to be sold for money; she was to be sgf 5:19. The people of God, under the
free. Here, we have an insight into th@ommand of Deborah, had won a mighty
value God puts upon marriage. victory. However, they took no plunder
When Elisha, in the power of God.from their enemies. The normal practice
cleansed Naaman of leprosy, Elishqould have been to take anything of

refused to take any payment. Later, whegg|ye, including money. Here, however,
his servant tried to charge Naaman fofyey did not want it.

God's blessing, Elisha rebuked hIml’wo other mentions of money are made,

severely (2 Kings 5:26,27). but both with horrific consequences. In
Money or God 16:18, we read of Samson’s betrayal by
Deuteronomy 14:22-27 gives instruction$yelilah for money. Obviously, money was
about tithing and the proper use of OWyhat she really loved! In the next chapter,
goods and money. One tenth of every;7:5.4, a man called Micah stole some
thing eared was to be given to God, thgoney from his mother. Later, however,

rgst was to be spent and enjoyed jus't #2 returned it. She took the money, melt-
His people chose. There was one Provis@y it down, and made an idol from it.

they were to look after those who worke . :
full time for God. This, it seems, was indrhe lesson from Judges is that, in a very

addition to their tithing.
No wonder Jesus later had to say, “You
In Deuteronomy 23:17-20, God expresses N
. . ; cannot serve both God and Money
His concern, first for holiness, then for

justice. In the first instance, God forbadé'\/l"mh,eW 6:24_)'
His people to sell themselves into prostiln 1 Kings 21:2-15, we read the story of

tution, and did not allow money earned bylaboth. He valued his vineyard, which he
prostitutes, male and female, to be puf@W as a trust from God, more than all the
into God’s treasury. Here we have a legnoney King Ahab offered him. His love
son in holiness and in how to behave iAf his vineyard and his refusal to sell it
God's house. In the second case, intere&pst Naboth his life. Wise old Solomon
was not to be charged on loans of moneyrote, “Money can buy protection, but
or food to God’s people. Interest could bavisdom can preserve a life” (Ecclesiastes
charged to those outside of God's family’:12). He goes on to say (in a life where
— another indication that business i§&od is left out), “Money is the answer for
acceptable outside the circle of fellow-everything” (10:19).
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real way, money can become a false god.

One of Israel's biggest failings was thatnented, “All these people gave their gifts
the people spent money on everythingut of their wealth; but she out of her
except God (Isaiah 43:24). Money is usegaoverty put in all she had to live on”
less when it comes to redemption. ThaiLuke 21:1-4).

gift of God cannot be bought — it is freeBarnabas brought his money and laid it at
The question is, “Why waste money onhe feet of the apostles, a picture of his
things that do not satisfy?” (55:1,2).  devotion to God (Acts 4:37). However, in

In the last reference to money in the OI&:1-11, we find Ananias and Sapphira
Testament (Micah 3:11), the leaders ofvho pretended to do the same but, in real-
the people give their legal judgments irity, kept some money for themselves.

exchange for money; the priests teach fateeping back some money was not
money; and the prophets prophesy fownrong in itself; trying to make themselves

money. Such is the low state that hasore righteous than they were was a sin.
come upon those who are “lovers oft cost them their lives!

[money] rather than lovers of God”Simon the sorcerer tried to buy the gift of
(2 Timothy 3:4). the Holy Spirit with money. However,
The first reference to money in the NewGod’s blessings cannot be bought; they
Testament is the statement by the Lordre gifts to those who trust in Him (see
Jesus which we have already consideredcts 8:18-20).

“You cannot serve God and Money"The Roman governor, Felix, hoped Paul
(Matthew 6:24). Either money will dragwould offer him money in exchange for
you away from the love of God, or Godfreedom. Paul, however, was confident in

will draw you away from the love of God and refused to offer bribes (Acts
money! Jesus used money to make the:26).

point that tax is due to the state; more; 4| thoughts and conclusion

important, however, is the honour that She verses we have considered have

due to God (Matthew 22:19-21). An o ) \
made specific references to ‘money’. One
example of one who served money rather, . o
. . ) other reference of note is 1 Corinthians
than God is seen in Judas’ betrayal of thfﬁ_1 2-On the first dav of everv week
Lord (Matthew 26:15). T Y y ’

] each one of you should set aside a sum of
Luke 18:18-25 gives the account of th?noney in keeping with his income...”
rich young ruler who thought more of his

money than of his eternal welfare. I fr

happy contrast, 19:2-10 tells the story ¢

Zaccheus, a rich man, who found som: )
thing more important than money — |
relationship with God.

The story of the widow's offering of two
mites is very challenging! God does nc
look at how much we give; He looks a
how much we have left. So Jesus cor
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Paul does not say how much each shoutlat, for us, money is a good servant. It is
set aside. As we have seen, God is moedl too easy to allow it to become a bad
interested in what we do with the moneynaster.

we do not put into the collection (Markwe need to take to heart the words of the
12:41-44). Lord Jesus, “You cannot serve God and
Money is for our use, but if we are notMoney” (Matthew 6:24) and “Where
careful, it can take control and dominategour treasure is, there your heart will be
all we do, say and think. Let us make suralso” (Luke 12:34).

— e
d Mot
You cannot serve God an ey
I )
Lessons from Ezra
Part 4
Ted Murray

Practical obedience to the Word of God is more necessary today than ever. We
live in days like those of the judges when “everyone did what was right in his
own eyes” (Judges 21:25). Be encouraged as you read the story of one man who
was ready to be obedient and of the blessing which that brought.

Ezra the man (ch.7) establishing the centre of worship in

Some 78 Jerusalem.
Wound' years have Nevertheless, God was continuing His
passed work through devout Mordecai and his
since the return of the niece, Esther. Through their faithfulness
Jews under Zerubbabel in the reign odnd courage, God preserved the Jews
Cyrus to Jerusalem, and some 56-5$roughout the Persian empire. Amongst
years since the completion of the Templehese would be Ezra and Nehemiah. This
Many of the returned remnant had losivas also a period of great political signif-
their zeal for God. Some had married anigance. The expansion of the Persian
been given in marriage to the people admpire had been halted by the Greeks at

the land, thereby absorbing their customshe battles of Marathon, Thermopylae and
The following generations had very littlesglamis.

appreciation of what God had done iRqre is surely a message for us today in
bringing them back from Babylon andy,is The Lord's message to the church at
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Ephesus, “Nevertheless | have thigosiah. His line, which included the loyal
against you, that you have left your firszadok who became High Priest during
love” (Revelation 2:4) would remind usDavid’s reign, could be traced right back
how far the church has fallen and howo Phinehas, whose javelin had turned
much ground we have let slip. Yet it wasside the wrath of God, and to whom God
in just this kind of situation with the Jewsgave “My covenant of peace” and to his
that God raised up His servant, Ezra. Wdescendants a covenant of an everlasting
should be encouraged that, in a day gfriesthood (Numbers 25:6-13).

breakdown, God has His servants who alfPhinehas was a man who was zealous for
true to His word and can be used for thgod. His act had made atonement for the
restoration of God's testimony. children of Israel; God rewarded his faith-
In ch.7, Ezra is just such a servant of thielness. We see those same characteristics
Lord. The chapter opens with anothem Ezra. In our day, we can be thankful for
king on the throne. During his reign, there¢hose faithful families who continue to
is another awakening, or perhaps it shoulserve the Lord in meekness and godly
be called a reawakening, of the Jews witfear. Timothy had a mother and grand-
God’s marked out servant, Ezra, thenother who had genuine faith (2 Timothy
leader. The chapter is a wonderful charad-5). Many today can be thankful for par-
ter study of Ezra. Here we see thagnts, grandparents and, in some cases,
although he had the confidence of thgreat grandparents who, in their genera-
king, he was identified with the people oftion, made known the message of the
God. He was willing to be amongst thos&ospel and lived accordingly. Do we, in
who were willing to sacrifice the com-turn, pass on such a heritage to the gener-
forts of a relatively easy life for one ofations following?

hardship in the place where God had set

His name. ﬂis aﬁi[ity mony to Ezra. He

Ezra’'s pedigree is was a skilled scribe
given in w.1-5. He in the Law of Moses. Here was a man
was probably the who had a deep knowledge of God's
great-great grandson of Seraiahyord. If we want to be marked out by
the High Priest, who was killed byGod for a particular service, we also need
Nebuchadnezzar (2 Kings 25:18-21). Hiso have a good understanding of
genealogy also included Hilkiah whoScripture. “Your word is a lamp to my
“found the book of the Law in the housdeet and a light to my path” (Psalm
of the Lorp” (2 Kings 22:8) and was 119:105). Here there is both illumination
responsible for the revival in the days obn the way so that we need not stumble

p— ———
Your word is a lamp to my feet

and a light to my path

| — R

Vv.6-10 bear testi-
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and light surrounding our walk sothat the Scriptures, which had been gra-
that others may see and beiously preserved during the exile, were
“»  attracted. People weregiven by God. This gave him a reverential
= attracted to Ezra appreciation of the sacred text. “The
and were pre- secret of the &ro is with those who fear
pared to follow Him” (Psalm 25:14). We should have no
) him. less an appreciation. We need constantly
Ezra sought the to remind ourselves that “All Scripture is
king’s permis- given by inspiration of God, and is prof-
sion for himself itable for doctrine, for reproof, for correc-
and his companions tion, for instruction in righteousness, that
to leave Babylon for Jerusalem. “Thehe man of God may be complete, thor-
king granted him all his request, accordoughly equipped for every good work”
ing to the hand of thedrp his God upon (2 Timothy 3:16,17).
him” (v.6). Here was a man who, being inThen, with this reverential fear and godli-
the secret of God’s mind, walked accordness, he had studied the Scriptures, dili-
ing to God’s will. This resulted in God’s gently and no doubt methodically. He not
favour resting upon him and upon thosenly read the word but sought out its
who were prepared with him to suffer theneaning and purpose. Ezra was marked
hardship of the testimony to God’s namey a preparedness to apply the Scriptures
rather than enjoying the ease of Babylono his life. His was not just an academic
It was a long journey, taking four monthsknowledge which might give him a cer-
(v.9), before they arrived in Jerusalemtain kudos. He was a man who scrupu-
Again we read that the good hand of thously obeyed the Word of God, lived in
Lord was upon them. The words suggeshe good of it, and was able to fulfil the
that Ezra recognised that, without thevill of God in his day. “If any man will do
Lord’s help, he could do nothing. Are weHis will, he shall know of the doctrine”
aware that, without that same help, oufJohn 7:17; see also James 1:25).
efforts will also be useless? Unless wehe result of continuing and not forget-
have the hand of the Lord upon us, unlesgg, but doing, the word is that blessing
we walk by His word and are in His will, follows. Ezra was a good example of a
our efforts will be unfruitful and becomeman of the Book. He interpreted, unfold-

tiresome to us. We will become religiouskq and taught the meaning of God's word
The lukewarmness which characterisegh God's people. The result of the appli-
the church at Laodicea will be ours and sgation of that word to his own life was

will be the consequences (Revelatioghat he was able, and fitted, to teach
3:16). statutes and ordinances in Israel (v.10).

Ezra prepared his Do we take time to study the Word of God

5‘[‘3 amma heart to seek the for ourselves and apply it to our lives, or
Law of the Lord is our knowledge of it all second-hand?

and to do it (v.10). This was The result of second-hand knowledge can

what developed his abilities. He realisednly be weakness.
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. In vv.11 on- have the heart and the courage to go back
’[is reputatwn wards, we see to the. place where His house has been
the result of established. The long sentence in vv.14-

Ezra’s petition and the high 17 is broken up by the word ‘whereas’.
esteem in which King Artaxerxes heldThere is first of all the king’s desire to
Ezra. The king's letter states that Ezr&now what is happening in Judea. Then
was the priest and a scribe expert in thiaere is the trust that the king and his
commandments of the Lord and Hisounsellors had in Ezra to be faithful with
statutes to Israel. In this way, Ezra worthe treasures they gave him. Finally, we
shipped, worked and walked in the lighhave the people’s confidence in Ezra,
of what had been revealed in his studiesntrusting him with their free-will offer-
of the Word of God. The king’s letter isings. This all resulted in Ezra and his
remarkable in that it contains not onlycompanions having full liberty to be
commendation but also a decree to thengaged in the worship and service of the
people who volunteer to go up tolLord. Moreover, assurance was given that
Jerusalem, an instruction, a reminder aheir needs would be met.

the task before them, a passport, provigo is no man’s debtor. Paul's assurance
sion for the journey and, finally,_a directg equally ours today: “My God shall sup-
commission to Ezra from the king. Theyy all your need according to His riches
letter is in Aramaic, the language of the, glory by Christ Jesus” (Philippians
realm. 4:19). That epistle clearly shows how
In His providential ways, God safeguardGod had provided all that was needed for
ed Ezra and his companions on the longyis service. Although we are responsible
hazardous journey to Jerusalem. In ch.8 carry out the service of the Lord, we
Ezra’s companions are listed and theihould never forget that God is in charge
faithfulness is noted. Here in ch.7, thef the resources. If Romans 12:1 reminds
subject is Ezra the man. The letter, howgs of our obligations to the Lord,
ever, indicates only a patron and servamthilippians 4:19 gives us the source of the

relationship between the king and Ezra. Kesources needed to enable us to be fully
fails to recognise that the hand of th@ngaged in that service.

Lord was upon Ezra (v.28). The letterryg challenge for us today is whether we
alth?ugh by the hand of the king, Wagye flly aware of what is our “reasonable
Qods doing. The result is a mar\{ellogior' intelligent) service” and whether we

picture OfG.Od’S governmgntal dealings have experienced those resources from
the restoration of the testimony. the good hand of God. If we were in the
As with Cyrus’ decree, there is no coeryood of these things, then we might see
cion of the Jews to leave Babylongreater blessing, resulting in numbers
Permission was given to any or all of th%eing added to the church. We would be
people of Israel who volunteered, t0 9Qyinging in greater measure “the sacrifice
with Ezra. As has already been stategf praise to God, that is, the fruit of our

God does not force His people, but H@ps, giving thanks to His name”

removes every legal barrier for those wheeprews 13:15). Not only would this be
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a sweet savour unto God, but it wouldEzra realised that it was the mercy of God
also be an attraction, like the smoke risingzhich had brought about the blessing.
from the brazen altar, to those who do nothat same mercy of God met us when we
know the Lord. were dead in our sins (Ephesians 2:4:8).
In the final two verses In these verses, we are reminded of the
’[isjoy (w.27-28), we have an greatness of the riches which have been
outburst of praise and given us, of the power of God to trans-
Worship_ Ezra gi\/es God all the g|ory_f0rm our lives, of the bIeSSing we share
He can hardly contain himself as he seaith Christ in the heavenly places in
God moving the heart of the k|ng to gran@fder that God mlght show forth the rich-
him and his companions permission to g&s of His grace in a day to come. What a
to Jerusalem. The realisation that God “igreat God we have! Like Ezra, we can
able to do exceedingly abundantly abovéay, “The hand of thedro my God was
all that we ask or think, according to theé/pon me” (v.28).
power that works in us” (Ephesians 3:20).et us be encouraged as we realise that
was paramount in Ezra’s life. Do we haveour Lord Jesus is “the same, yesterday,
this same confidence? Are we available ttoday, and forever” (Hebrews 13:8). Let
the Lord so that He might exhibit Hisus, like Ezra, be willing to allow God to
power in us? Paul could write, “I can dause us. That same Word of God is still
all things through Christ who strengthensur resource, though we possess it in
me” (Philippians 4:13). fuller measure than was available to
That power and strength might seem to bézra. It may be that our attitude is not as
somewhat lacking in the church today. Ikeen as it once was, that our testimony
is all too easy to see failure, despondenclias become dull. If only we had a repu-
breakdown and dwindling numbers. Letation like Ezra’s! Then, but only then,
us take courage in the fact that the Wordiould we see that same hand of God
of God is still the same, the power of Godipon us in blessing. May God challenge
has not diminished. The Lord, as Head ajur hearts as we read about a man of old
His Church, is still able to work to Hiswho studied, applied, taught, obeyed,
praise and glory, even in this day as Hand lived in the light of God’s Word!

did in Ezra’s day.

-
The hand of the LORD

my God was upon me
— -
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Some Problems Christians Face

1. Temptation — how do | overcome it?

Gordon Kell

Satan is a past master in the art of temptation. After all, he has had thousands
of years of experience in thus opposing the people of God. None of us, in our-
selves, is immune from his attacks. We need all the help we can get to enable us
to deal with his temptations. This article is based on a talk first broadcast on
London’s Premier Radio.

Near the edge times used in the Bible to describe trials
A wealthy lady, who had a great estat@llowed by God which have a beneficial

and many servants, advertised for a coadhirpose and effect.
driver. During the interviews for the job, The first temptation

she presented each of the applicants witfhe first temptation in the Bible is record-
a problem. “On the approach to my estat@d in Genesis 3. The record of Adam and
the road is very narrow with a steefeve’s disobedience illustrates what temp-
incline at each side. How near to the edggtion to sin is, and what happens when
of that part of the road could you drive?\we give into it. Temptation is used by
she asked each of the applicants. The firsfatan to entice Eve to sin against God's
applicant answered, “I could drive yourexpress command not to eat of the tree in
coach to within one foot of the edge of th@he midst of the garden_ Everything nec-
road and you would be safe”. The secongssary had been provided by God for the
coach driver was even more confident. “henefit of Adam and Eve. He planted the
could safely drive to within six inches of garden of Eden and
the edge of th ‘ established a unique
road,” he replied. relationship with the
When the last coacl humans He had cre-
driver was presente ated. Then Satan

with the problem, he questioned the

) .
looked steadfastly_a g"d‘ S Wl[[ or to authority of God;
the lady and said “Has God said?”

t our own?
Madam, | would It is important to

stay as far from thk understand this fun-
edge as possible’ - damental issue of
He got the job! obedience — to God’s will or to our own.
When we are faced with temptation)vhen we succumb to temptation, the
which coach driver are we like? Do we g@esults can be devastating both for our-
as near to the edge as we can, or do Welves and for those near us. When we
make sure that we stay as far away from §vercome temptation, we glorify God,

as possible? | am, of course, referring tgrow stronger in faith, and are a blessing
temptation to sin. Temptation is sometg others.

Obedience — to

April — June 2003 15



Some Problems Christians Face...Temptation

Eve’s first mistake was to add to whaentering a hostile desert to begin the work
God had said: “God has said, “You shalbf destroying Satan’s power. Eve, in spite
not eat it, nor shall you touch it, lest yowf enjoying the many blessings of God,
die” (v.3). God said nothing about touch-was quickly diverted from obedience to
ing the tree, only of not eating its fruit.the word of God. Jesus, hungry and iso-
How often do we erect greater barrierfated in a desolate wilderness, confound-
than God makes in a vain attempt to preed the power of Satan by total obedience
tect ourselves, rather than simply relyingo God'’s word!

upon what God has said and going no fuin Eden, Satan’s tactic was, “Has God
ther! The Bible closes on a solemn warnsajd?” In the desert, it is similar: “If You
ing not to add or take away from theare the Son of God...” (Matthew 4:3).
book’s prophecy (Revelation 22:18-19)Satan always attempts to instil doubt into
That is a principle which applies consisthe minds of the people of God. First, he
tently to the word of God. presses Jesus to command stones to
In Eden, Satan first questioned God'®ecome bread to prove He is the Son of
word, then contradicted it. “You will not God. Jesus demonstrates that He is the
surely die.” Doubt was placed in the mindSon of God by His obedience to “every
and heart of Eve, and also the promise oford of God”, not by the miraculous ful-

a greater experience: “You will be likefilment of His own physical needs.

God”. With this possibility presented toafterwards, Satan takes Jesus up to
her, Eve began to see the fruit in a differjerusalem and sets Him on a pinnacle of
ent light — not as something dangeroughe temple. Again, Satan casts doubt upon
but desirable. “So when the woman saWesus being the Son of God and presents
that the tree was good for food, that it waghe opportunity to prove it by a dramatic
pleasant to the eyes, and a tree desiralgt, twisting Scripture to support his case.
to make one wise, she took of its fruit andhe Lord would not be goaded into draw-
ate” (v.6). She moved away from theng attention to Himself by spectacular
importance of doing what God had saidmeans, but proves who He is by His

to seeing the forbidden fruit as a means fgnderstanding of the true nature of God’s
a greater existence. She was attracted tapbrd.

— body (as food), soul (as pleasant) angina)ly the devil takes Him up on a high
spirit (to give wisdom). Then she took thg,, 4 ,ntain and, abandoning Scripture,

tragic step and ate. Temptation ran its full¢ars jesus the kingdoms of the world in
course and sin entered the world. The St€Bturn for His worship. Jesus remains

she took destroyed her spiritual state, thethaIIy faithful to God's word and dis-

that of Adam. Sin never confines its Pallnisses Satan with the words, “You shall
to those who commit it. worship the Lord your God, and Him
The temptation of Christ only you shall serve”. Satan left the
The temptation of Christ is a story, not oSaviour and angels came to minister to
the serpent entering a beautiful garden tdim. This marvellous victory of Jesus
destroy man’s relationship with God, bubver Satan at the beginning of His min-
rather of the Son of God, led by the Spiritistry looks on to His complete victory
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through His death, resurrection andhree things are very important: avoiding
ascension. temptation; running away from tempta-
Victory over temptation tion; and resisting temptation.

The victory of Christ involves all His peo-Avoiding temptation

ple. He wants us to have victory oveflf you don’t want the devil to tempt you
temptation and the power of sin. Johmvith forbidden fruit, you had better keep
warns us not to love the world (1 Johrout of his orchard” is helpful advice. If a
2:15). He describes all that is in the worlcChristian is tempted by alcohol, then the
— the lust of the flesh (the body), the luspub is not the place to be. One of the first
of the eyes (the soul), and the pride of liféghings done in a drug rehabilitation pro-
(the spirit). These are the three great aregeamme is to distance the drug user from
of temptation which defeated Eve in thehe drug supply. This makes sense. It is
garden and which Christ overcame in thargued that the Lord Jesus visited all
desert. The Lord expects His people tRinds of places and Christians should be
overcome in these same three areas able to do the same. But He visited those
temptation. places with the express purpose and abil-
John adds, “And the world is passindty to seek and save those who were lost.
away, and the lust of it; but he who doeghere are Christians who are gifted and
the will of God abides for ever” (v.17).called to go into the most difficult places
The emphasis is clear. Adam and Evto win souls for Christ. But this is entire-
failed in doing God's will, but the last ly different from Christians placing them-
Adam, Jesus, completely fulfilled God'sselves in social situations where they
will and now His people have the poweendanger their spiritual welfare.

to do the same! That power depends Onhis is particularly a problem when we
their obedience to God's word. “...thebecome idle or apathetic. King David’s
word of God abides in you, and you havedultery with Bathsheba was the result of
overcome the wicked one” (v.14). his idleness. He had stopped going to war
The way to overcome temptation is tand was letting others fight the battles he
apply and obey God’s word to every cirhad once so valiantly won. As he walked
cumstance. But how does this work irabout his palace, doing nothing, he saw
practice? What do | do when | am temptBathsheba bathing. One thing led to
ed to steal, cheat, or lie? How do | deanother. The consequences of the king's
with the threat of being unfaithful orsin was the death of Bathsheba’s brave
immoral in my life? How do | overcome husband, civil war in Israel, and the death
the temptations of a materialistic age®f David’s son, Absalom. Had David
How do | escape from the very incidentbeen with his army, he would not have
which more and more confront Christiangallen prey to temptation. He was in the
in a world full of moral and spiritual dan-wrong place. Do not make the same mis-
gers? take!
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Running away from temptation One of the secrets of resisting temptation

There are times when temptation Come%nd the devil is faith — the belief that “He
head on and unexpectedly. Joseph expe¥h0 is in you is greater than he who is in
enced this when he was repeatedijpe world” (1 John 4:4). So often we give
accosted by Potiphar's wife. In the endn to temptation meekly because we thl!’]k
Joseph takes the only course open to hiffjat we are not strong enough to resist.
— he runs away. The Bible is very positivé//é aré not, but the Spirit of God is! The
about ‘running away’: “But you, O man strgggle is one of having faith in the
of God, fleethese things and pursue right-SPINtS power to overcome our sinful
eousness, godliness, faith, love, patienc@f'Jltures response to temptation.
gentlengss” (1 _Timothy 6:11). Pa_uy |
emphasises the importance of runnin

away from spiritual dangers and the nee
to pursue things of spiritual value. This i GO‘{ tests our

a mind-set which he writes about ir : :
Philippians 4:8: “Finally, brethren, what- fdltﬁ to ma.{e 24
StTOTlgBT

ever things are true, whatever things a
noble, whatever things are just, whatew
things are pure, whatever things are jus
whatever things are pure, whatever thin@ ‘

are lovely, whatever things are of gOOdI'he Lord Jesus stressed the importance of

report...meditate on these things.” . o

. i . watching and praying: “Watch and pray,
By occupying ourselves with good thingsiest you enter into temptation. The spirit
there is little space for bad things. Do NG{,qeed is willing, but the flesh is weak”
be afraid of running away from the temp\atthew 26:41). Watching has the idea
tation of books, magazines, TV proof anticipation. If you see temptation
grammes, videos and Internet sitegoming, you can take action to avoid it.
designed to corrupt the mind and conseprayer is essential to all Christian activity
quently the behaviour. Take Paul's advicgnd especially in relation to temptation.
in Romans 12:2: “...be transformed by‘Do not lead us into temptation, but deliv-
the renewing of your mind, that you mayer us from the evil one” (Matthew 6:13).
prove what is that good and acceptablgemptation is something which has to be
and perfect will of God.” endured in the sense of fighting against it
Resisting temptation and not being overcome by it. We should
“...your adversary the devil walks abouthot attribute temptation to God who can
like a roaring lion, seeking whom he mayeither be tempted nor does He tempt
devour. Resist him, steadfast in th@nyone (James 1:12-17). Satan tempts the
faith...”(1 Peter 5:8-9). Resisting temptaPeople of God in order to destroy their
tion is not easy but it is rewarding. Martinfaith. God tests our faith to make it

Luther wrote, “My temptations have beerStronger. God never appeals to our fallen
my masters in divinity”. nature to tempt us into sin — that is the
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work of Satan. But God may allow diffi- Blessing through temptation

culties anq problems into our lives. Thes@)vercoming temptation has beneficial
test our faith and increase it. effects in our spiritual lives. The know-

Specific temptations 3 ~ ledge that God does not allow us to face
There are, of course, specific temptatm”%emptation which we cannot overcome

The issue of temptation in relation to S€Xzhould keep us humble and reassure us

ual matters is addressed in 1 Corinthian oo ) .
7:2-5. Paul teaches that, for the Christian, Corinthians 10:12-14). Succumbing to

sexual intercourse is confined to men anffmPtation is our responsibility; overcom-
women within the marriage relationshiping it makes us stronger Christians.

He also teaches that, in our marriages, wénowing what it is like to be tempted

should be sensitive to each other in regaghould give us a gentler character and

to our sexual needs and not create situgnaple us to help those in spiritual diffi-

tions which may tempt our husbands Of i (Galatians 6:1). Paul had a genuine

wives to look for sexual satisfaction out-

side of marriage. Our demonstration 0Eoncern for those he felt were in danger of
our love to each other works to protect u eing tempted away from the truth he had

from temptation. taught them. He writes to the

Another specific and equally up to dateThessanmans about this concern: “For
temptation is materialism. Paul warndghis reason, when | could no longer
against this in 1 Timothy 6:6-10. Read thendure it, | sent to know your faith, lest by
verses. Notice it is the desire to be rickome means the tempter had tempted you,
which is highlighted. The pursuit of rich-and our labour might be in vain”
es tends to draw the believer away frony Thessalonians 3:5).

the things of God and to become absorbeld . .
. emptation also enables us to experience
by career, possessions and the estee

wealth appears to promise. The Lord waE.H]e priestly character of the Lord Jesus.

very direct: “You cannot serve God and-hrist, our High Priest, is presented as
Mammon (Money)” (Matthew 6:24). One who understands and helps us when
The whole concept of contentment i¢ve are tempted (Hebrews 2:17-18; 4:15-
alien to our society which has becomd6). There was nothing in Jesus, as there
obsessed with the ‘Me’ factor. For thds in our fallen nature, which could be

Christian, “godliness with contentment”drawn away to sin. He is God and cannot
should be of greater value. This is assurask tempted in that sense. His Manhood

by investing in our relationships with they a5 entirely consistent with His divine
Lord, our families and the people of GOdhature. But the temptations He passed

We keep our perspective on materiatlh h ¢ suffering in th
things by applying God'’s principles of liv- rough were a cause ot sutiering in em-
selves. As One who so suffered, He is

ing within our means, not envying others;
and being cheerful givers. Epicurus saicPle to sympathise with His people in
“Wealth consists not in having great postheir struggles against sin and is able to
sessions but in having few wants”. restore them if they do sin.
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We need to make sure that, like the coadrise, let our attitude be that of John
driver, we stay as far away as possiblBunyan: “Temptation provokes me to
from temptation’s edge. When it doedook upward to God".

7’ ‘

Temptation
provoKkes me to look upward to God

Eternal Life

Part 2. Eternal life in the New Testament

Donald Davison

“These are written that you may believe...and that believing you may have life
through his name” (John 20:31). Enjoy the wonder of the life that has been
given to us as you read this article. Take time to read carefully all the Scripture
references.

Introduction and crucifixion of the Lord. The Lord
The thought of never dying upon earthtlimself said, “The law and the prophets
which we considered in our studies invere until John” (Luke 16:16) showing
Part 1 on the Old Testament, is carriethat, although the life of John the Baptist
over into the New Testament in thdS set out in the New Testament, he was
Gospels. When the ruler asked the Lordhe last of the Old Testament prophets.
“What shall | do to inherit eternal life?” The Gospel of John and the epistles treat
(Luke 18:18), he was not thinking of eterthe subject of eternal life differently.
nal life in heaven, but of living for ever Consequent upon the revelation of the
upon earth. The law system of things waSon of God and the gift of the Holy Spirit
still in existence during the Lord’s life- forming the Church, there is now a new
time, though it was empty, vain and a&ompany upon earth, “partakers of the
sham because of the unbelief of théeavenly calling” (Hebrews 3:1). This
nation. Christianity proper, as we knownew company is in contrast to Israel of
did not commence until Acts 2. old whose calling was earthly. It is to the
The time of the Lord’s life upon earth wadeavenly aspect of eternal life that we
a transitional time between law and gracélOW turn.

We get, therefore, throughout theThere is a very discernible and notable
Gospels, particularly the synopticdifference in the way that eternal life is
Gospels, a mixture of the old law systenspoken about in the Gospel of John.
and the new system of grace which wakternal life as a present possession
about to be introduced after the rejectiothrough faith in the Son of God is part of
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what is presented in this Gospell
(20:30,31). Linked to this, the knowledge
of divine Persons is the essence of eternal
life, as we shall see. Eternal, or everlasts
ing, life is mentioned 17 times in John’sD
Gospel and 36 times in the New
Testament. Both John and Paul write
about eternal life. Broadly speaking, John

5:24), whereas Paul treats of it as that
which lies in the future. There are, how!!
ever, exceptions to this broad generalisa-
tion: e.g. John 12:25 gives a ‘future’
aspect and 1 Timothy 6:12 a ‘present’]
aspect.

Many questions can be, and are, asked
about this theme, viz.: Who has eternal
life? How is it obtained? Do we possess it

now or is it for the future only? Has ifii8

been seen in this world? What does it co
sist of? What effect should it have on ot
present lives? We shall try to answer the:!
and other questions under a series
headings and listings of the relevant scrij
tures. The reader is encouraged to ta
time to look up and consider these scrij
tures.

Eternal life and divine Persons .

[J It is the gift of God (Romans 6:23;

It was in the mind of God and prom-
ised before the world began (Titus
1:2).

It is in Christ Jesus (2 Timothy 1:1).
“This life is in his Son” (1 John 5:11).

“He is the true God, and eternal life”
(1 John 5:20).

speaks of it as a present possession (e'g. 1"e Fathers commandment is “life

everlasting” (John 12:50).

Given by the Son, it is a “well of
water springing up into everlasting
life” (John 4:14).

The Lord’s words contain the truth
concerning eternal life (John 6:68).

Eternal life is the reward at the end of
a faithful life (John 12:25).

-
He is the true
God, and
eternal life
-

As can be seen, these subjects are deep

1 John 5:11). . :
7 The Son is the Gi . h and wide-ranging. In any one verse, both
he son is t eb |\;]er 0 ':] tot Orslethe divine side, as well as the human side,
glv.en.to _H'm y the Father (Jo Mmay be found. We cannot confine such a
10:28, 17'2)'_ - subject to a watertight compartment else,
[ The Holy Spirit is the power of the jike new wine in old bottles, it will burst
new life (Romans 8:2). out (Matthew 9:17).

[J Eternal life was with the Fathergternal life from the human side

(1 John 1:3). [ It is obtained by believing (John
[ It was manifested (made apparent) 3:15,16).

upon earth in the Lord Jesus and seen |t s the opposite of perishing (John

by the apostles and others (1 John 3:15,16).

1:3).
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[J The Son of man must be lifted up saeternal life has been revealed, and lived
that we might have it through believ-out upon earth in bodily form in the per-
ing (John 3:14,15). son of the Lord Jesus Christ: “The life

[ “He that hath the Son hath life” Was manifested (rendered apparent)” for
(1 John 5:12). all to see (1 John 1:2). Eternal life in this

. . world — heard, seen, looked upon and
[1 Itis a known possession of those wh : L .
. andled! Audible, visible, tangible and
believe on the name of the Son o . O
understandable! Lived, and living, in per-

God (1 John 5:13). .
] . _ fection amongst men! Marvellous and
[ It is the believer's eternal securityyonderful thoughts!

(John 10:28,29). That eternal life was “with the Father”
]It consists in the knowledge of the(1 john 1:2) in eternity, prior to the incar-
Father and the Son (John 17:3).  npation of the Son who brought it into
[0 Itis the food for our souls given byevidence at His coming into the world.
the Son (John 6:27). The possession of this life brings us into
] We eat (appropriate by faith) Christ€lationship and fellowship with the
as the living Bread to obtain life Father and the Son. “Truly our fellowship
(John 6:51-53). is with the Father, and with his Son Jesus
. . . Christ” (1 John 1:3). The expression,
oowe also_eat (appropr_late Him) d_a”y“fellowship with the Father and with His
to sustain our new life (John 6:54-_"" | .
57). Sor.1 _f:ould be regarded as a_scnptural
! _ definition of heaven — pure, uninterrupt-
[ It is a present possession througRq, perpetual, eternal fellowship in light,
faith (John 3:36; 5:24). life, love and glory with divine Persons
[ Freed from sin and being now serthroughout eternity. What a wonderful
vants of God, we have in prospecthought and what a wonderful prospect! It
“the end everlasting life” (Romansis our privilege now to have the light of
6:22). these things in our souls and to enter
0 It is the reward for living a Spirit already into the enjoyment and apprecia-
filled and controlled life (Galatians tion of them under the influence and
6:8). power of the Holy Spirit.

0 It is an object to lay hold upon byEternallife and the knowledge of
faith (1 Timothy 6:12,19). the Father and the Son

0 We are justified and made heirs' "€ Lord's words in prayer to the Father

according to “the hope of eternal life"/USt before the cross were, “And this is

. . life eternal, that they might know thee the
(Titus 3:7). i

T We look t e it at th . fonly true God, and Jesus Christ whom

he Lood oJrzcegllel atthe coming Oly,; hast sent” (John 17:3). So know-

the .or _( ude 21). ledge of the Father and the Son

Eternal life lived upon earth constitutes eternal life — really knowing,

Life, and particularly eternal life, is anappreciating, grasping the meaning of

abstract principle. Yet that principle ofwhat is being conveyed in this knowledge
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and revelation. We cannot, of coursesent” — to know personally, intimately,
understand it entirely, but we can graspgeeply our Lord Jesus Christ as the sent
the concept and realise the import of whane of the Father. Paul illustrates this in
that knowledge conveys. his words, “That | might know him, and
What does it convey? Of what does ithe power of his resurrection”
consist? “That they might know Thee, i.e(Philippians 3:10). Through the help of
the Father”. That knowledge indicates &€ Holy Spirit we can appreciate the
relationship between the persons knowingord Jesus as the loved One, and the sent
i.e. ourselves, and the Person known i.&ne, of the Father; we can appreciate His
the Father as the only true God. We arereciousness to the Father; we can appre-
brought by faith into a place of nearnesgiate His preciousness in Himself and His
favour and relationship, on intimate term@reciousness to us (see 1 Peter 2:4-7).
with God as our Father. There is ndhis is life, real life, eternal life!

barrier, hindrance or distance between oWe sometimes speak of quantity and qual-
souls and Himself — “For in the person ofty. In relation to eternal life, when we
His Son, we are as near as He”, as thist come to Christ perhaps the thought of
hymn puts it. quantity is uppermost in our minds — that
Our God is “the on|y true (genuine) God_”in possessing eternal life we shall never
Eternal life is to know God in all that Hedie but live for ever with the Lord. This is
is, in all that He has done, is blessedly true. However, as we
doing, and will yet do, in travel along our Christian
Christ throughout all ages pathways, we begin to see
Not only to know about that the quality, or type,
God, but to know God of life is of equal, if not

Himselft To know all of more, importance
that can be known o than its duration. There

and about Him by oul are conditions attached
finite minds! God in the i to all life. We speak of
fullness of His being has | having a ‘good life’ or a
been made known in the ‘bad life’. On the natural
revelation of Himself in Christ level, a prince and a beggar
— Father, Son and Holy Spirit. This both have part in life upon earth,
knowledge of the unity and plurality ofbut in what vastly different circumstances
the Godhead was first made known at th@nd conditions — one in a palace, and one
baptism of the Lord (Matthew 3:16,17)in @ gutter! What shall we say about eter-
and developed in its intimacy by John imal life and the conditions attaching to it?
his Gospel and epistles. No saint in Oldror us, as we have seen, eternal life con-
Testament times was able to enter intsists in the knowledge of the Father and
such blessed knowledge. What a privileghe Son in known and enjoyed holy con-
is ours! ditions of life, light, love and glory. What
But the verse goes on to saymarvellous and wonderful thoughts! By
“know...Jesus Christ whom thou hasfaith, as having eternal life, we are “in the
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light” and the love of God dwells “in us”, through this world as separate from it, in
made good to us in the power of thehe light of another world, the Father's
indwelling Spirit of God. Having the Holy world, and in blessed communion with
Spirit within as the Unction, we have thethe Father and the Son. This is life eter-
capacity to know, understand, enter intoqal!

and enjoy the revealed truth of the Fathefhe |ast words of John's first epistle are,
Son and Holy Spirit. We can understand &4¢ js the true God and eternal life” (JND
little of their unique relationship togethertrans_)_ This unique statement delineates
and of our relationship to, and with, them, s Hig essential deity as well as He

by faith and grace. Himself being the embodiment, substance
In the resurrection of the Lord Jesus, Wgng expression of eternal life.

have been t_)rought Into a'umque and p”.\ﬁ is often remarked that we have to live
ileged relationship as His brethren. H'%/vith someone really to know them. As

words to Mary Magdalene were, “I o

Christians, we need to ask ourselves,
ascend unto my Father, and your Fathe,r\;Nith whom do we live dav by dav?” In
and to my God, and your God” (John y by day:

20:17). How wonderful to know that Godogr vral:jlng”mome'r)ltsv,\mwhta.t dt?] WE thtmkf
is our Father, in all the nearness and intﬁ out, dwell upon- at Is the bent o

macy of what term of relationship meansPY" lives? Do we really “meditate on these

But so intimate a place of relationship angqings” (1 Timothy 4:15)? The Lord asked

privilege should guard us against an e two disciples who left John the Baptist
o follow Him, “What seek ye?” They

undue familiarity when we address th
Father and the Son in prayer. We muﬁnswered, “Master, where dwellest thou?”

also remember that our Father is our Go@"d rec?ived the beautiful reply, “Come
“He is thy Lord; and worship thou him” and see”. They spent a whole day in the
(Psalm 45:11). company of the Son of God (John 1:37-

“Our fellowship, (or communion), is with 40). Do we know anything of this? Here is

the Father, and with his Son, Jesus Christality time’, par excellence, day by day,
(1 John 1:3). We enter into the enjoymerif? the company of, the knowledge of, and
of this communion in the power of theCommunion in our souls with, the Father
Holy Spirit. As our hearts and minds arénd the Son.

engaged with divine Persons - their wonConclusion

der, their glory, their power, their love —May these considerations help us to:

our souls are nourished and built up imy  search the Scriptures daily whether
dl\_/lne realltles._ O_urs is the inestimable  hase things be so (Acts 17:11)
privilege of enjoying the company and
companionship of divine Persons momen
by moment in our daily lives. If, on earth, :
there is one thing greater than being Christ

saved, it is to enjoy the company of thel Enjoy a more intimate daily associa-
One who saved us as we journey on our tion and communion with our
way to glory. As saints of God, we go  adorable Lord!

Enter more deeply into these things
Encourage us to a closer walk with
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Lessons from Isaiah ch.40 for
Today

Part 1. vv.1-2

Mark Davison

The opening words of Isaiah 40 are reminiscent of the Lord’s message to His
disciples in the opening words of John 14: “Let not your heart be troubled”.
Those words of Jesus still bring their own comfort to His people. So the words
of Isaiah, though addressed primarily to his fellow Jews, still bring their unique
comfort and insight into the heart of God.

Introduction 597B.C. Nebuchadnezzar's dapture of

The message of the prophet, Isaiah, Jerusalem

principally concerned the place of thé87B-C-JNe$::;26rff‘;§$£i Ef‘epfj“gsetroc: y
Jews in the world of his day. After the e Jone deportped 4
death of Solomon, nearly 200 years, o &
before Isaiah began his work, the
kingdom of Israel had been divided4

into the northern kingdom, Israel, and

exiles return to Jerusalem under
Zerubbabel (Ezra 1-6)

50B.C. Remaining exiles, including Ezra
and Nehemiah, return (Ezra 7-10,

the southern kingdom, Judah. Isaiah Nehemiah)
prophesied both to Israel and tgsajah prophesied for some 60 years, from
Judah. about 740-680B.C.

Isaiah makes it quite clear that thg-;ie

whole world is in God's contro!. He The story of the invasion and eventual
shows the people of God that, if they, o yhrow of Jerusalem can be read in
sin and turn their backs on God, H§ kings 24-25. Whilst we see there that
will punish them. At no time, howev-it \yas carried out by the Babylonian

er, do they cease to be His speciging, Nebuchadnezzar, Scripture makes
people and, if they turn back to Gog clear that it was permitted by the Lord:

in repentance, He will receive them. «  pecause of the sins of Manasseh and
Timeline all he had done, including the shedding

A brief glance at the timeline of thisOf innocent blood... the &rp was not
period in Israel’s history will help. The willing to forgive” (2 Kings 24:3).
dates are only approximate. Manasseh had reigned many years earli-
930B.C. Kingdom split after the death of €' but God had not forgotten his wicked-
Solomon ness, and saw that it must be punished:

722B.C. Northern kingdom taken into cap- For the Lorp is a God of justice”
tivity by the Assyrians (Isaiah 30:18).
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In Manasseh’s sin, we see a solemBsalm 137, where they cry out in despair
warning for events in the world evento God. They wept as they remembered
today. In many places, in bitter conflictsZion (Jerusalem). The faith which they
and acts of terrorism, innocent blood i$ollowed was very material, rooted in the

spilt. Those responsible will have to givevorship of God at the temple in
account for this to a just God Jerusalem. There they had
in a day to come. observed, and taken part
Yet not just Manasseh f in, the rituals of sacri-
but the whole nation cnm ur‘fl fice and the various
was guilty in the f feasts. Because of
sight of God: “The comrort this, Jerusalem was
LORD your God V|taIIy important
decreed this disas MY pEn plE to them; they had a
: ’ ; ;
ter for this place. burning  passion
And now the lorD su-ys for their homeland.
has Dbrought it So when they were
about; he has doné G d taunted for a song
just as he said he Yuur u (v.4), they could not
would. All this happened sing for their distress.
because you people sinned Neither would they sing, and
against the brp and did not obey allow the songs so important to them to
him” (Jeremiah 40:2-3). be mocked. This is a picture of a people
When Nebuchadnezzar destroyed Jerfar away from God, and without a song.
salem, he left the poorest of the Jewd/e sometimes get depressed and, in
behind, but carried off the majority toadverse circumstances, lose sight of the
exile in Babylon — among them, Danielstrength which God gives to us and so
and his friends. This was predicted byve have no song. But what a contrast
Isaiah (39:5-7), at least 90 years beforevtith the Lord Jesus! Even on the night
occurred. No one returned to Jerusaleimefore He went to the cross, and know-
for at least 70 years, as prophesied hpg all that was to happen to Him in the
Jeremiah (29:10). next few hours, He was able to sing a
Psalm 137 Eymn t(rll\/latthelytv Zi:?\j))hWa_sr:E that dHe
Chapters 40-55 of Isaiah were written thew- € reaiity of INehemians wor” S
. . The joy of the lorp is [My] strength
comfort the faithful ones, sometimes,. .
. 8:10)? He was, therefore, able to sing
known as the remnant, while the ; .
. o despite His circumstances.
endured the years of exile. This is clear- .
ly stated in 40:1: “Comfort, comfort my The psalm sho_ws us the _dlstress felt by
people, says your God". the people, distress WhI.Ch' had come
upon them because of their sin. Such dis-
And what comfort they needed! We get 2 " )
) : S . fress can be a positive thing, because
clear impression of their distress Ny . .
od can work with those who recognise
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their sinful condition. Such are thrownchanged. We have a beautiful picture of
back upon the mercy of God, and thethe heart of the Father-God displayed to
call out to Him, “Remember, Odrp His beloved children. The words ‘says
ST your God’ literally mean ‘keeps saying
The remaining part of the psalm is a caffour God’, for God cannot forget His
for vengeance to be rained down upoghildren (49:15). He knows how they
their enemies. Jeremiah shows us th&gve suffered. He knows how Jerusalem
Babylon was certainly going to sufferhas been ruined. But He knows, too, that
punishment at the hand of God for theifomfort will follow the suffering
treatment of His people (51:56). ThdJeremiah 29:10-14).
New Testament opens out the principl®/e can go further than this, for we know
of justice (Romans 2:5 ff.). The death ofhat our Saviour and Lord has Himself
Jesus has saved us from it. It is not nosuffered in this world. He can enter into
for us to call for judgment, but rather toour feelings when we suffer (Hebrews
pray that our enemies might repent andi:15). This should be an assurance to us
turn to God. Jesus Himself gave us thiwhen we go through testing times
example on the cross (Luke 23:34)(2 Corinthians 1:3-5). So we should be
Stephen followed it when he was able, in turn, to comfort others as
being stoned to death (Acts % they pass through such trials
7:60). (1 Peter 1:6ff.).
Verse 1 Verse 2

“Comfort, com- “Speak tenderly

fort my people, to Jerusalem,

says your and proclaim

God” (v.1). . to her that her
Three voices speal hard service
has been com-
pleted, that her
(v.3,6,9). We might sin has been
call them heralds since paid for, that she
they bring the message o has received from the

God to His people. A good : Loro's hand double for all
summary of that message is found in her sins” (v.2)

61:1, but here, in v.1, we might say th}t/

they are commissioned to bring comfor -2 literally begins, “Speak to the heart.

to the people. The underlying sense is, again, an appe_al of love, wooing the
these words is one of wooing the peopl eople t_Jack, .seeklng to persuade‘z them
A double comfort is spoken. that their period of duress (A.V. ‘war-

. . fare’, lit. *hard service’) has been com-
Notice that God still refers to them a%leted and that they have paid equal
My people’. That fact has never s\ .gouble’ lit. ‘equal to’) for all their

April — June 2003 27



Lessons from Isaiah ch.40 for Today

sins. The scene is rather like that of &o how would God comfort these people
heavenly court which, having passeth exile? Look at the following verses:
sentence and seen it executed, Now pre: .2 — He tells them that their sorrows
nounces the guilty party clear of blame. il end

This verse emphasises again that the
hardship endured has been only on
account of their own sin, and need no\;)‘
have been but for that. They had harvest- of God stands for ever
ed their own sowing, but now their pun-

) . w.11ff. — He shows them that the
ishment has been accepted by God as .
God of creation is also the One who

cares for them as a shepherd for his
sheep.

w.3,4 — He tells them that all obsta-
cles will be removed

v.8 — He reminds them that the word

sufficient. Micah tells us, “Who is a God
like you, who pardons sin and forgives

the transgressions of the remnant of his

inheritance?” (7:18). Such a God is ourgn later articles, we will look at these
verses and see in them far greater sig-

And yet, there are two consequences gificance than the Jews of the exile
sin. One is that justice must be done ifould possibly see. But what comfort
the appropriate punishment — they hathese things ought to have brought to
served that. The second is the naturéilem in their distress!

effect of the sin. If an alcoholic persorFinally, read Psalm 126, and see the
commits a criminal offence whilst undefremarkable contrast in the hearts of
the influence of drink, he may be puntnese people. Where before (in Psalm
ished by a period of imprisonment. Bu1137), they had been in the enemies’

when he is released, he must still face W%nd now they are back in Zion!

to the natural effects of his addiction — .
) Where there had been no joy, no
the damage to his own health, the detri-,

mental impact upon his family and> '9'ng, how they can say, "Our

friends, etc. So it was with the .]ewsrnOUthS were filled with laughter, our

They were forgiven by God, Iouttongueswith songs of joy” (v.2). They
Jerusalem still lay in ruins. Not untilhave learned the bitter lessons through

Zerubbabel (530B.C.), and later Ezrdnany tears, but now they can rejoice
and Nehemiah returned (450B.C.), didn the greatness of God'’s power work-
the rebuilding work really begin. ing for their blessing.

also”!
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Advertisement

Bible Plants, Fruits &

Products
by Tom H Ratcliffe

A unique, fully illustrated reference work covering every plant, fruit and plant product men:
tioned in the Bible. The book is beautifully presented in ‘hard back’.

For the first time, a reader of the Bible can turn to a book that gives not only the botanic
definition, but also the spiritual significance of biblical plants and fruits etc.
The text is ‘reader friendly’ and will appeal to Christian believers of all ages and levels o
spiritual development throughout the world. The prayerful reader will acquire a deepe
understanding and richer appreciation of precious Bible truths.

The book includes an exhaustive reference section, listing every biblical reference of pla

names, fruits and plant products.

Well might we say: “Thou art worthy O Lord to receive glory, honour and power; for Thou
hast created all things, and for Thy pleasure they are and were created” (Revelation 4:11)

“What makes this book unique
the spiritual dimension attaching
each subject. If one were to co
the libraries of the world, it |
doubtful one would discover a
publication to match such a work
scholarship. The book is one
meticulous detail with a devotio

exegesis; such a combination

bring joy to the prayerful readq
All who take up this book wi
acquire a deeper understanding
the spiritual significance for t
inclusion of named plants, frui
and plant products in the Bible.

Truly, the book highlights th
greatness and wisdom of our G
— the God of creation. | hearti
commend ‘Bible Plants, Fruits
Products’ to a world readership.”
John Allen Westo
Greenwich, Londo

Cedar
Cedrus Libani

Hebrew: 'Erez = Firmness, from t
tenacity of its roots. 'Araz = Made

cedar.

Leviticus 14:4 + sixty-eight other references.
As the lion is the king of beasts in the jungle, sd
majestic cedar is the king of trees in the forest.
cedar tree symbolises dignity, grandeur
strength, divine attributes that characterised
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the
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and
the

Lord Jesus on earth. The evergreen trees f
amongst the snow-clad mountain peaks of Leb

pwer
non

in a pollution free environment, flourishing from he

heat of the summer sun and the cold of the

nter

snow. A distinctive feature of the cedar is the yay
its branches out-spread to provide a broad ¢ver-
shadowing and protective canopy, typical of the jvay

the Lord Jesus overshadows His own.

Published by Christian Year Publications
ISBN 1 872734 26 X
Price £16.99

plus postage & packing

Order from Scripture Truth Publications at the address inside the front cover



|Isaiah 50

The Lord Gobp gave to Thee
Lips that were filled with grace.
The weary were encouraged
As they did seek Thy face.

And morning by new morning
He wakened up Thine ear.
May we be obedient —
Through anguish and through fear.

Thy back was lashed to shreds,
And hair plucked off Thy cheek.
If we are called to suffer
May we be just as meek.

To shame Thy face was set,
Men cruelly spat on Thee.
In sharing Thy reproach,
Oh, let us peaceful be!

O Christ, Thou ever art
The Servant bound by love.
Help us to serve like Thee,

Till in Thy house above.




